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Science, technology, engineering 
and math — academic disciplines 
collectively known as “STEM” — 
have many things in common. 
They are an important foundation of our community. 
The Dow Chemical Company is, at its core, a STEM 
company and its employment of thousands of people 
with STEM education is one reason Midland is what  
it is today. 

By extension, that STEM company founded by my 
great-grandfather, Herbert H. Dow, is what provided 
the resources to build The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation into what it is today. 

Throughout our history, but especially this past year, 
the Foundation has worked closely with other area 
organizations to help strengthen the region’s STEM 
educational offerings. 

Among the many things STEM disciplines have in 
common is the importance, in each, of measurement. 
How much, how fast, how far, how long — every 
science, engineering or math problem involves some 
form of measurement. 

Measurement is also important to what we do. Every 
project on which we partner, every grant application we 
receive, is carefully measured and evaluated.

First, of course, to ensure that it aligns with our mission. 
Does it deepen, enrich or make more rewarding the 
lives of people in our community and our state? Does 
it enrich lives, in all the ways we “measure” enrichment 
— religiously, philanthropically, scientifically, culturally 
or educationally?

But there are several other ways we measure the 
success of a program with which we work: 

Sustainability: How Long? Will the good work 
continue after we’ve offered our support? This 
highlights a key role for us. We’re not just a grant-
making foundation. We’re also a guide, advisor or 
coach — helping organizations build programs  
that will last years beyond a single grant cycle. 

Capacity Building: How Much? This is the  
difference, philanthropically, between a handout  
and a hand up. We measure our grant recipients  
by their ability to leverage our assistance. This may  
be through matching grants that challenge them to 
raise matching dollars. It may also be through offering 
organizations help in planning and executing their  
own fund-development efforts. 

Collaboration: How Many? We know that one 
organization — even one person — can make an 
enormous difference in the world. But as resources 
grow tighter and needs grow larger, it’s critical to 
maximize our resources and concentrate our efforts 
where they will do the most good. We encourage 
collaborative opportunities among nonprofits, the 
private sector, government and other organizations to 
find synergy and complimentary strengths.    

But while we try to scientifically “measure” the work 
done by our Foundation and our partners, we know 
that, ultimately, the impact made on the community 
is something that cannot be measured. Nor can our 
gratitude toward people like you who help make that 
work happen. 

Whether you are a trustee, staff member, volunteer, 
donor, recipient or partner, I thank you for your 
commitment to our community — and to keeping 
alive the spirit that led Grace A. Dow to start this 
Foundation eight decades ago. I look forward to a 
continuation of our work together to improve the 
quality of life in our community — immeasurably. 

Sincerely,

Macauley Whiting, Jr.  
President

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT





HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW

HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW WERE DEVOTED TO THEIR  
FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY AND TO THE ENHANCEMENT OF  
THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF MIDLAND  
AND MICHIGAN. THEIR LEGACY LIVES ON THROUGH THE 
TRUSTEES AND ASSOCIATES WHO FREELY SHARE THEIR TIME  
AND PERSPECTIVES, WHICH ALLOWS THE HERBERT H. AND  
GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION TO MAKE INFORMED GRANT 
MAKING DECISIONS. 

Grace A. Dow established The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation in 1936 in memory of 
her husband, Dr. Herbert H. Dow, founder of The Dow Chemical Company, who died in 1930. 
Their five living children were named as Original Trustees. Grace Dow was active with The 
Foundation until her death in 1953. In addition to the generous support of her own foundation, 
Grace continued her personal contributions to other charities and causes. 

LEGACY
In addition to founding one of the region’s largest  
job providers, The Dow Chemical Company,  
Herbert H. Dow supported the infrastructure of many  
nonprofit organizations through the gift of his own 
financial resources. 

Grace Dow, through her partnership with Herbert Dow, 
as well as her own personal commitment, maintained 
a heart for the betterment of those in Midland. Her 
philanthropy spanned from giving of her own financial 
resources to her willingness to volunteer and share 
her abilities. Grace was an active member of civic and 
women’s organizations, placing her time, talent and 
treasure into community improvement. In an excerpt 
from a Monday Club letter written by Grace, she writes 
they are interested in “making our little city more 
beautiful and a better place to live.” 

The culture of philanthropy and the legacy of giving 
exemplified by Herbert and Grace Dow continues to  
be the guiding inspiration for the Trustees of The 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

HISTORY
Grace A. Ball and Herbert H. Dow were married in 
Midland, Michigan, in 1892. Herbert was born in 1866 
to Sarah (Bunnell) and Joseph Henry Dow. He grew 
up in Cleveland, Ohio, where he graduated from Case 
School of Applied Science (now Case Western Reserve 
University). Grace was born in 1869 to Amelia (Eaton) 
and George Willard Ball. Grace was a schoolteacher at 
the Post Street School in Midland before she married 
Herbert. Grace and Herbert Dow were the parents  
of seven children and spent their married 
life in Midland. 

Herbert and Grace Dow 
invested in their community 
in a very personal way. 
Together they affected 
real change in people’s 
lives. As partners and 
as individuals they had 
a remarkable impact on 
their community.



Ruth Alden Dow Doan
Ruth Alden Dow was born on 
November 16, 1895, the second 
child of Herbert Henry Dow and 

Grace Anna Ball Dow, in Massillon, 
Ohio, during a brief period when 

her father was working in nearby Navarre, Ohio, to 
perfect the  extraction of chlorine from salt brine. The 
family returned to Midland, Michigan, her mother’s 
childhood home, in 1896, and her father founded The 
Dow  Chemical Company the following year to make 
bleaching powder. Ruth was  tutored at home until high 
school and then attended the University of  Michigan 
before marrying Leland I. Doan of Ann Arbor at the 
Dow family home on April 4, 1917. The family lived in  
a home built adjacent to the Dow family home and  
the Doans had three children. She took her job as  
wife and mother seriously. Leland Doan worked for  
Dow Chemical, and Ruth’s activities supported  
those efforts as confidante, counselor and source  
of inspiration during his rise to the presidency of  
Dow Chemical. She holds a unique place as the 
daughter, wife, mother and sister of four presidents of 
Dow Chemical. She was an active community volunteer, 
serving on the Midland Community Fund board, as 
president and director of Family Services of  Midland, 
as president of the Monday Club and as an active 
member of the American Association of University 
Women, Daughters of the  American  Revolution and 
King’s Daughters. She became a trustee at The Herbert 
H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation at its founding. The 
superintendent of public  education  appointed her to 
the Michigan Committee for the Study of Community 
 Education Policies. She died while visiting New York 
City on January 21, 1950.

Willard Henry Dow
Willard Henry Dow, third child of 
Herbert and Grace Dow, was born 
on January 4, 1897, in Midland, 

Michigan. He was tutored at home 
and then attended Midland High 

School, graduating in 1914. He worked at The Dow 
Chemical Company for a year before attending the 
University of Michigan, where he served in the Student 
Army Training Corps the last year of World War I. He 
graduated in 1919 with a chemical engineering degree 

and returned to Midland to work for Dow Chemical, 
where his father groomed him as his  successor. On 
September 3, 1921, he married Martha L. Pratt, 
originally from Midland but at the time a teacher 
working in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. They had two 
children and lived in a home built adjacent to the Dow 
family estate. After his father’s death in 1930, Willard 
Dow took the company’s reins and pushed  efforts to 
extract magnesium and other chemicals from seawater. 
This  experimentation and new technology made Dow 
Chemical the major magnesium producer for World 
War II airplanes, incendiaries and other equipment. 
 During his tenure, he increased the company’s assets 
tenfold through research, new products and basic 
chemical production expansion. Willard Dow was 
known for his  modesty, broad vision and receptiveness 
to new ideas. He wove his sense of humor and purpose 
into his love for art, music, athletics and community 
affairs. He  became the first President of The Herbert 
H. and Grace A. Dow  Foundation after it was founded 
in 1936 and continued in that position until 1947. He 
received the American Institute of Chemists’ Gold 
Medal in 1944. He and his wife Martha died in a plane 
crash in Canada on March 31, 1949, en route to a 
meeting of the board of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology on which he served.

Alden Ball Dow
Alden Ball Dow was born April 10, 
1904, in Midland, Michigan, the 
fifth child of Herbert and Grace 

Dow. Tutored at home until high 
school, he  attended Midland High 

School and graduated in 1922. Like most of the Dow 
children, he spent a year between high school and 
college working at The Dow Chemical Company as a 
millwright assistant and traveling with his parents. He 
attended the University of Michigan and transferred to 
Columbia University to study architecture, receiving his 
degree in 1931. He married childhood sweetheart Vada 
Bennett on September 16, 1931, and they had three 
children. Well known for his architectural association 
with Frank Lloyd Wright, Alden returned to Midland 
to open an architecture practice and received the 
Diplome de Grand Prix for residential architecture 
awarded by the Paris International Exposition in 1937. 
Midland churches, schools and residences are laced 
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with his architectural designs and influence, as is the 
entire community of Lake Jackson, Texas, an expansion 
site for Dow Chemical. His style is clearly reflected in 
his own home and studio, a masterpiece of modernist 
design adjacent to the Dow family estate. Alden 
became a Fellow of the American Institute of  Architects 
in 1957, and was named Michigan’s Architect  Laureate 
in 1983, the only architect ever to be given that honor. 
The fiber of his life and work was his own personal 
philosophy based on individualism,  appreciation, 
honesty,  humility and enthusiasm, which is intertwined 
in his design  contributions to the Midland Center 
for the Arts, the Interlochen Center for the Arts in 
 Michigan, the master plans for Northwood University 
and Muskegon  Community  College and the renovation 
of the Dow Gardens. He served on The Dow Chemical 
Company Board, became a Trustee of The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow  Foundation upon its founding and 
served as President from 1947 to 1970. Alden Dow 
died in Midland, Michigan, at age seventy-nine on  
August 20, 1983.

Margaret Grace  
Dow Towsley
Margaret Grace Dow was born 
on January 3, 1906, the sixth 

child of Herbert and Grace Dow, in 
Midland, Michigan. She was tutored 

at home until high school and attended Midland High. 
She was junior class president, senior class treasurer 
and a member of the women’s basketball team. She 
graduated in 1922 along with her brother Alden 
and traveled with the family before enrolling at the 
University of Michigan where she received her degree 
in 1928. Margaret then earned a master’s degree in 
education at Teacher’s College of Columbia  University. 
She married Dr. Harry Albert Towsley on September 14, 
1932, and they moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where 
Dr. Towsley worked as a  professor in the department 
of pediatrics and communicable diseases and later 
as  chairman of postgraduate medicine. The Towsleys 
had five children. Margaret was  diminutive in size but 
tough, and her links to the community were deep. She 
founded and operated the Children’s Play School in 
Ann Arbor beginning in 1935 and co-founded the Mid-
Michigan Chapter of Planned Parenthood that later 
presented her with the prestigious Margaret Sanger 
Award in 1967. She was active in Ann Arbor politics 
and civic affairs and served as the first woman on the 
Ann Arbor City Council from 1953 to 1957. She served 
as a Trustee of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 

Foundation from 1936 to 1963. In 1959, the Towsleys 
created their own family Foundation dedicated to 
philanthropy and were tremendous supporters of the 
Salvation Army, the Humane Society and the fine arts 
and medical community. Margaret Towsley received 
honorary degrees from Eastern Michigan University, 
Cleary College and the University of Michigan  
during her lifetime. She died on May 2, 1994, in  
Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Dorothy Darling  
Dow Arbury
Dorothy Darling Dow, the 
youngest child of Herbert  

and Grace Dow, was born on  
January 2, 1908. She was tutored 

at home through eighth grade and then attended 
Midland High School, graduating as  salutatorian of her 
class in 1925. Dorothy studied at Kalamazoo College, 
 Michigan State University and the Maryland College 
for Women and traveled extensively with her parents. 
On June 21, 1933, she married Anderson Arbury, a 
local orthodontist and rancher of Angus cattle and 
Standardbred horses. The  Arburys stayed in Midland 
and raised their four children on their  property 
southwest of town. Dorothy Arbury’s life was a tapestry 
of philanthropic activities, including her 30 years’ 
work as Vice President and Trustee of The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow Foundation. The Midland King’s 
Daughters Home assisted living facility in Midland, 
affiliated with the oldest Christian service organization 
in the United States, was created, in part, through her 
efforts and 50 years’ work on their governing board. 
She was active in the Midland County Historical Society 
and supported work to preserve a local 19th century 
businessman’s Victorian house, and create the Herbert 
H. Dow Museum, a facility to interpret the history of 
The Dow Chemical Company which was founded by 
her father. She spearheaded the development and 
financial campaign for the Pinecrest Home, an adult 
foster care facility in  Midland County. Her philanthropic 
ties extended to the Midland Hospital, Monday Club, 
Chippewa Nature Center, Hillsdale College, West 
Midland Family Center, Social Services Board and Alma 
College. She was known for her intelligence, keen wit 
and infectious sense of humor. She died in Midland, 
Michigan, on June 2, 1993.



The Dow Gardens are a jewel in the heart of the 
city of Midland. Support for the Dow Gardens  
is one of the oldest and largest annual gifts of 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation. 

The Gardens are comprised of a 110-acre botanical garden and a 
40-acre forested property which are open year-round. The home of 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow, known as “The Pines,” anchors the 
Dow Gardens. Built in 1899, the residence is the only home Herbert 
and Grace Dow built and it is where they raised their family. The 
home, gardens and forest are intertwined with a deep history. From 
this home, Herbert Dow would venture outside into his garden and 
orchard creating a special gift for generations to come. 

Guests to Dow Gardens view stunning horticultural displays, cross 
historic bridges, walk native forest trails and simply relax and enjoy 
the natural beauty of the gardens and forest. Each year 25,000 bulbs 
are planted in the fall for spring blooms and 30,000 annuals are 
grown in the on-site production greenhouse for summer annual beds. 
In the winter, thoughtful horticulture design incorporating evergreens, 
varied colors and textures of deciduous plantings, and vivid red 
bridges, draw the eye and provide a walk full of winter interest.

The pathways, which were renovated in 2015, hold true to Herbert H. 
Dow’s philosophy of never revealing the Gardens all at once. There 
is an atmosphere of relaxed exploration with surprises just around 
the corner. Incorporating seasonal art displays adds a surprising new 
element and encourages visitors to leave the pathways and explore 
the entire estate. 

In the summer of 2015, Ribbit the Exhibit graced the Dow Gardens.  
Visitors of all ages searched for the troop of copper frogs with big 
personalities. They could dial an audio tour to hear a unique message 
from each frog. The horticulture team embraced the exhibit by 
designing flower beds to complement each piece of artwork. The 
Jazz Trio Ribbits were stationed in a vivid flowerbed of blue ageratum 
and salvia; mimicking the Michigan shoreline. Sasha the ballerina 
danced her way through a bed of flowers, and Cora who holds a 
watering can was busy “watering” all summer in her flower bed. 
Educational programming and events were developed to welcome 
each frog to Midland; ranging from basic ballet classes for 
Sasha to the history of coffee to welcome Edward the 
coffee-drinking frog. The Dow Gardens were hopping in 
2015 with visitors seeking Ribbit the Exhibit. 

The tradition of artistic landscaping and community 
mindfulness that Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow began 
over a century ago continues at the Gardens today. 
This deep history gives the staff and visitors of Dow 
Gardens a rich legacy to embrace and build upon.   

THE DOW GARDENS





GRANTS AWARDED 
1936-2015

UP

NC

WC

EC

MM

SE

SW

Program Area
n  ARTS & CULTURE 
$83,076,016 — 226 Grants

n  CIVIC & COMMUNITY  
$130,699,205 — 828 Grants

n  EDUCATION 
$264,414,447 — 417 Grants

n  ENVIRONMENT 
$37,109,883 — 110 Grants

n  HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
$74,828,768 — 496 Grants

n  RELIGION 
$5,851,075 — 5,648 Grants

Geography 
EAST CENTRAL  
$410,448,668 — 7,261 Grants

MID-MICHIGAN  
$43,589,903 — 106 Grants

NORTH CENTRAL  
$23,737,078 — 75 Grants

SOUTHEAST  
$49,444,305 — 119 Grants

SOUTHWEST  
$33,438,821 — 30 Grants

UPPER PENINSULA  
$13,371,433 — 18 Grants

WEST CENTRAL  
$21,949,185 — 116 Grants

Since Grace A. Dow established The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation on December 26, 1936, its Trustees have awarded $595,979,393  
in actual, not  adjusted, dollars to qualifying  Michigan organizations.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2015

ASSETS
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
$15,907,000 

RECEIVABLES AND PREPAID EXPENSES
$77,000 

INVESTMENTS AT FAIR MARKET VALUE 
$438,649,000 

LAND, BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
$15,452,000 

TOTAL ASSETS 
$470,085,000 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
PLEDGES PAYABLE 
$19,875,000 

OTHER PAYABLES    
$1,891,000 

NET ASSETS     
$448,319,000 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
$470,085,000 

Note: 12/31/15 Statement of Financial Position rounded to the nearest $1,000. Unaudited as of 2/12/16.





Alma College
$2,000,000
$5 million pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to create an e-STEM program and establish an endowment 
so that the program can improve STEM opportunities into 
the future.

The Arc of Midland 
$20,000 
$60,000 pledge awarded in 2014 to increase the capacity 
for providers and caregivers to learn about Gentle 
Teaching and create Cultures of Gentleness.

Bullock Creek School District 
$168,400
$496,000 pledge awarded in 2015 to extend the Nature 
Kindergarten approach to first grade and build teacher 
capacity for nature-based elementary education for school 
years ending 2016 to 2018.

Central Michigan University 
$2,500,000 
$5 million pledge awarded in 2015 to fund the  
“Maximize STEM Teaching and Learning in the Middle 
Years” program initiative.

Charlevoix Area Hospital Foundation 
$500,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to expand  
the primary care facility and enlarge/renovate the surgical 
suite lab.

Chippewa Nature Center, Inc. 
$25,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to complete 
fundraising to construct a new timber frame barn at 
Chippewa Nature Center’s Homestead Farm.

Chippewa Nature Center, Inc. 
$60,000 
$180,000 pledge awarded in 2014 for operations over 
three years beginning with the 2015 budget.

City Rescue Mission of Saginaw 
$50,000 
$150,000 pledge awarded in 2014 to renovate the  
Men’s Emergency Shelter.

Conservation Fund (Great Lakes Bay Office) 
$100,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2012 and paid in full  
in 2015 to fund Watershed Initiative Network  
Sustainable Communities operations for 2013-2015. 
(Previous payments were made via the Sustainable 
Communities Initiative Fund held at the Bay Area 
Community Foundation).

Council of Michigan Foundations 
$18,600 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to support 2015 
operations as an organization member.

Council of Michigan Foundations 
$20,000 
$60,000 pledge awarded in 2015 for 2016-2018 support 
of the Office of Foundation Liaison – a unique partnership 
between philanthropy and the Executive Branch of 
Michigan Government.

Creative 360 Stage, Studios & Gallery
$50,000 
$100,000 pledge awarded in 2014 as a matching grant 
over two years. The Foundation will match $1 up to 
$50,000 per year for every $1 Creative 360 receives in 
cash contributions from individuals or businesses up to 
$1,000 per donor. These contributions cannot be in-kind 
donations or from foundations or service organizations.

Delta College 
$60,000 
$180,000 pledge awarded in 2014 to support the Michigan 
Small Business & Technology Development Center  
(MI-SBTDC) over three years.

Delta College 
$1,500,000 
$4 million pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to fund the “STEM Explorer” (a 38-foot vehicle that will 
travel throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region – visiting 
schools, community events and other activities – to focus 
on STEM education).

Food Bank Council of Michigan 
$10,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 as a one-time 
only gift to Michigan Harvest Gathering to celebrate its 
25th anniversary.

GRANT PAYMENTS
2015



Friends of Saginaw Valley Rail Trail 
$200,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to fund the 
Midland/Bay/Saginaw trail system (Great Lakes Bay 
Regional Trail).

Gordonville United Methodist Church 
$5,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to replace 
deteriorated pavement surrounding the outside entryway.

Greater Midland Community Centers, Inc. 
$50,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 for Railway 
Family Center (Coleman) 2015 operations.

Greater Midland Community Centers, Inc. 
$110,000 
$225,000 pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in  
2015 to fund North Midland Family Center operations  
for 2014-2015.

Inland Seas Education Association 
$75,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2014 for 2015-2016 
operations with the final payment of up to $75,000 
being a match of $1 for every $1 ISEA receives in cash 
contributions from new donors. (A new donor is defined 
as an individual, business or service club that has never 
donated to ISEA. Funds received from foundations do not 
qualify. These contributions must be made in cash and 
cannot be in-kind donations.)

Interlochen Center for the Arts 
$1,000,000 
$3 million pledge awarded in 2014 to construct, furnish 
and endow a complete Music Complex.

The Legacy Center for Community Success 
$21,200 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to perform a 
third study of the Developmental Assets of the adolescent 
youth in Midland County as a follow-up to the previous 
surveys performed in 2005 and 2010.

Little Forks Conservancy 
$13,105 
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2015 to support 2015 
operations by matching $1 up to $50,000 for every $1 
contributed by new business sponsors, new individual 
donors, returning individual donors who did not make a 
contribution in 2014, increases in business sponsorships 
above their 2014 level (the increased amount only) and 
increases in individual donations above their 2014 level 
(the increased amount only).

Little Traverse Conservancy 
$90,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to purchase 
the development rights of the 110-acre Parsons farm for 
preservation purposes.

Mackinac Center for Public Policy 
$500,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
for continued support of the education policy initiative 
over two years.

Michigan Baseball Foundation, Inc. 
$200,000 
$885,000 pledge awarded in 2015 to support the 
Momentum Midland Program Office over three years with 
three outright payments totaling $600,000 and payments 
totaling up to $285,000 to be made on a quarterly basis 
upon receipt of invoices for non-recurring expenses.

Michigan Center for Construction Education 
and Research Trust 
$317,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to construct 
a welding lab at the Greater Michigan Construction 
Academy (GMCA) to support Midland County high  
school students.

Michigan Molecular Institute 
$350,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 as a one-time, 
limited, non-operational grant to: 1) transfer all MMI real 
estate and real property to target entities, 2) liquidate or 
spin-off all remaining MMI assets, entities or holdings, and 
3) launch the MSU STEM Program.

Michigan State University 
$25,000 
$75,000 pledge awarded in 2015 for operational support 
over three years for the Michigan Political Leadership 
Program beginning in 2015.

Michigan State University 
$184,000 
$378,000 pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to develop a comprehensive rural health training program, 
focused on community involvement for medical students 
at the Midland Regional Campus.

Michigan State University 
$2,000,000 
$5 million pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to establish the STEM Success Program and to create a 
supporting endowment.



Michigan State University 
$1,000,000 
$4 million pledge awarded in 2015 for the Michigan State 
University STEM Center in Midland.

Michigan Technological University 
$2,000,000 
$5 million pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
for the Michigan Science Teaching and Assessment Reform 
(MI-STAR) Project.

City of Midland 
$2,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 for operations 
of the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library.

City of Midland 
$500,000 
$2.5 million pledge awarded in 2015 to be used for 
asbestos removal at Washington Woods, a senior  
housing complex.

Midland Area Chamber Foundation 
$10,000 
$55,000 pledge awarded in 2015 to support the  
2015-2018 Midland Blooms project.

Midland Balloon Festival 
$10,000 
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support event 
operations for the Midland Balloon Fest for 2012-2016.

Midland Center for the Arts 
$75,000 
$75,000 pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to match funds raised from renewal/new three-year pledge 
commitments to be used for 2014-2015 operations.

Midland Center for the Arts 
$138,804 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to install a 
separate air handling unit in the Northwood University 
section of the Herbert D. Doan Midland County History 
Center to resolve acoustical problems resulting from  
2014 renovations.

Midland Center for the Arts 
$500,000 
$500,000 pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
for 2014-2015 operations.

Midland Christian School Association 
$24,500 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to repair, 
refinish and repaint the gym floor.

Midland County 
$400,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to fund the 
design of a new public entrance to the Courthouse Main 
Street side as well as the necessary interior renovations 
that enhance security for the employees and public.

Midland County Child Protection Council 
$40,000 
$120,000 pledge awarded in 2015 for 2015-2017 
operations for the Child Abuse Prevention  
Education Program.

Midland County Churches 
$184,000 
One-year grants awarded and paid in 2015 for $2,000 to 
each of 92 churches.

Midland King’s Daughters Home 
$1,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 for the 
Community Christmas Closet.

Midland Tomorrow 
$50,000 
$200,000 pledge awarded in 2013 for additional  
funding to kick-start the SmartZone program to meet 
the financial requirements of the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation.

Midland Tomorrow 
$130,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to make 
improvements to the M.Co.Net fiber-optic network by 
matching funds provided by M.Co.Net.

MidMichigan Health 
$313,500 
$2,162,500 pledge awarded in 2014 to establish the 
Margaret Ann Riecker Institute for Nursing Excellence.

The Nature Conservancy, Inc. 
$1,000,000 
$5 million pledge awarded in 2015 as a leadership 
investment in the Conservancy’s Michigan District’s 
science-based and ecosystem-scale land and water 
conservation work in the State of Michigan.

Northern Michigan Mobile Child Advocacy 
Center, Inc.
$50,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2013 and paid in full in 2015 
to launch and establish a mobile Child Advocacy Center 
to bring a Forensic Interviewer & MSW Case Coordinator 
to outlying counties (Clare, Crawford, Gladwin, Iosco, 
Missaukee, Wexford).

http://m.co.net/
http://m.co.net/


Northwood University 
$250,000
$500,000 pledge awarded in 2014 and paid in full in 2015 
to help fund the Alan W. Ott Endowed Chair in Finance 
and Banking Management.

Oil City Assembly of God 
$15,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to purchase and 
install a new roof.

Reaching Our Community Kids (R.O.C.K.) 
$1,370 
$7,388 pledge awarded in 2013 to fund the initial subsidy 
to participate in MITCON’s Computer Workstation 
Standardization Project.

Reaching Our Community Kids (R.O.C.K.) 
$150,000 
$450,000 pledge awarded in 2014 as a $2 to $1 matching 
grant for 2015-2017 operations and expansion.

Saginaw Valley State University 
$2,000,000 
$5 million pledge awarded in 2014 to create the Herbert 
H. and Grace A. Dow STEM Scholar Network and paid in 
full in 2015.

Sanford Youth League 
$25,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to comply with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) regulations by 
improving accessibility to the six baseball fields located in 
the Village of Sanford Park. 

SpringHill Camps 
$150,000
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2015 to help fund the 
construction of the new Fishing Village.

State YMCA of Michigan 
$73,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to retire a 
mortgage on the T. Grace Macdonald Lodge on the Camp 
Arbutus Hayo-Went-Ha property.

Traverse Area Recreation and Transportation 
Trails, Inc. (TART Trails) 
$50,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 to help fund 
the additional cost incurred to reroute Segment 4 of 
Phase II of the Sleeping Bear Heritage Trail as a result 
of environmental concerns and higher than originally 
estimated signage costs.

Traverse Symphony Orchestra 
$50,000 
$150,000 pledge awarded in 2013 and paid in full in 
2015 as a $1 for $1 match to the Symphony’s fundraising 
campaign – “A Note-Worthy Challenge” – for any 
contributions received from new and lapsed donors 
beginning September 1, 2012, until May 31, 2015, to be 
used for operating expenses.

United Way of Midland County 
$135,000
$390,000 pledge awarded in 2012 and paid in full in 2015 
as an outright grant for three years beginning with the 
2012/2013 annual campaign.

United Way of Midland County 
$135,000 
$390,000 pledge awarded in 2012 and paid in full in 2015 
as a challenge grant for three years beginning with the 
2012/2013 annual campaign for new Leadership Circle 
gifts and gifts increased by at least $500.

West Midland Family Center 
$100,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2013 to fund operating 
expenses by matching $1 for every $1 of funds raised over 
a three-year period.

West Midland Family Center 
$1,000,000 
$2 million pledge awarded in 2015 for building additions 
and renovations.

Westown Baseball League 
$59,725 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2015 for the Complex 
Renovation Project.

Wildlife Recovery Association 
$70,000 
$210,000 pledge awarded in 2013 and paid in full in 2015 
to help finance a three-year plan to initiate a shift from 
being a grass roots organization to a more permanent and 
secure organization.

YWCA Great Lakes Bay Region 
$40,000 
$100,000 pledge awarded in 2014 to expand the 
economic empowerment program into Midland County.



Humane Society of Midland County 
$70,000 
Pledge awarded to build a multi-purpose building.

Mid Michigan Big Brothers Big Sisters, Inc. 
$25,000 
Pledge awarded for operations by matching locally  
raised funds.

Midland Center for the Arts 
$500,000 
Pledge awarded for 2015-2016 operations.

Midland Public Schools 
$1,250,000 
Pledge awarded to support the STEM Strategic Plan at 
Adams Elementary, Chestnut Hill Elementary, Plymouth 
Elementary, Siebert Elementary, Woodcrest Elementary, 
Northeast Middle School, Jefferson Middle School, H.H. 
Dow High School and Midland High School.

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy 
$50,000 
Pledge awarded to match $1 for every $2 raised from 
Saginaw County sources to implement Outdoor Urban 
Recreation (O.U.R.) projects in Saginaw County in 2016.

United Way of Midland County 
$140,000 
Pledge awarded as an outright grant for the 2015/2016 
annual campaign.

United Way of Midland County 
$50,000 
Pledge awarded as an additional challenge grant 
promoting the Alexis de Tocqueville giving level beginning 
with the 2015/2016 campaign.

United Way of Midland County 
$420,000 
Pledge awarded as a challenge grant for three years 
beginning with the 2015/2016 campaign for new 
Leadership Circle gifts and gifts increased by at least $500 
(includes new Young Leaders).

West Midland Family Center 
$300,000 
Pledge awarded to fund operating expenses by matching 
$1 for every $1 of funds raised during 2016-2018.

PLEDGES AWARDED
2015



Program Priorities
Since the needs, desires and capabilities of Michigan’s 
people and their organizations are constantly changing, 
there can be no fixed or steadfast priority in The 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation’s grant 
 making. However, within its charter and  philosophy,  
the Trustees tend to support  organizations that: 

• have clearly stated objectives, strong  
and  purposeful management and are  
publicly  accountable 

• have needs which are in areas not normally  
funded by governmental or public financing 

• are not hesitant to explore, initiate, volunteer  
or execute original ideas or concepts 

• are willing to collaborate with other persons  
or organizations creating synergy to achieve a 
common objective 

• have purposes which tend to advance private 
enterprise and the preservation of a free, open  
and self-resourceful society

Program Examples
EDUCATION: 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation  
is always interested in improving the quality  
of education at Michigan’s academic institutions, 
particularly in those specific areas where a given 
institution already is establishing preeminence. 

ARTS & CULTURE: 
The Dow Gardens and Midland Center for the Arts 
are programs and projects that The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation champions and supports. 
Art-related activities that explore or promote the 
interrelation of science and art are encouraged. The 
Trustees particularly enjoy supporting tasteful, creative 
and innovative programs that expand the general 
public’s art and cultural horizons. 

COMMUNITY LIFE — MIDLAND AND MICHIGAN: 
“To improve the quality of life for Midland and 
Michigan residents” continues to be a major goal of 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation. The 
Trustees support programs and projects that add an 
important dimension to community life, such as the 
Grace A. Dow  Memorial Library, Greater Midland 
Community Centers, West Midland Family Center 
and 92 Midland County religious organizations. The 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation affirms the 
importance of local initiatives, particularly private 
initiatives, which encourage economic development 
and promote job creation.

Program Notes
Both in Midland and in Michigan, the Trustees welcome 
opportunities where a grant of seed funds or a 
matching grant will stimulate broad public participation 
in an artistic, recreational, educational or cultural 
project so that the project can become self-sustaining. 
Projects that benefit youngsters or senior citizens are 
of special interest. If a program needs launching or 
requires changes, The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation may help. Requests for general support 
funding for ongoing programs are more properly 
directed to other organizations of broad public benefit.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES



Application and Review 
There is no formal application form; however, 
applicants are asked to include the following 
information in a proposal: 

• a letter setting forth the nature and potential results 
of the program for which funding is sought 

• the total cost of the project including any 
endowment available for operations 

• the total amount sought from The Foundation and 
over what period of time the grant may be disbursed 

• evidence of the organization’s tax-exempt status — 
Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

• a detailed annual operating budget and audited 
financial statement for the organization (these 
documents must be submitted annually for the 
duration of the grant) 

• the names of management and of the trustees or 
directors of the organization

Those proposals that pass initial evaluation are referred 
to the appropriate program committee of the Board 
of  Trustees for full consideration.  Trustees may request 
additional information, make site visits or invite 
organizations to meet with them in Midland. The board 
meets  periodically during the year to make final grant 
decisions. Grants and payments on pledges are usually 
disbursed in December. 

Grant Focus 
The Foundation does not make grants directly to 
individuals. Its charter limits grants to Michigan 
organizations. In addition, it cannot legally support: 

• organizations to which contributions are not  
tax deductible, according to Internal Revenue  
Service regulations 

• organizations that practice discrimination by race, 
sex, creed, age or national origin 

• political organizations or organizations whose 
purposes are to influence legislation 

The Foundation will not be bound by preset “formulas 
for giving” prepared by nonprofit agencies. 

A Note to Grant Seekers 
The Foundation would like to be in a financial position 
to assist all grant requests within its philosophy. 
However, its resources are limited. 

Many worthy grant applications must be declined 
simply because funds to accept them are not available. 
Consequently, an applicant should never view a 
declination by The Foundation as a judgment on the 
merits of the proposal.

GRANT APPLICATIONS SHOULD  
BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO:

Macauley Whiting, Jr., President
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation
1018 West Main Street
Midland, Michigan 48640-4292
grants@hhdowfoundation.org

Grants are limited to organizations within the  
State of Michigan considered exempt under  
Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

APPLICATION GUIDELINES

mailto:grants@hhdowfoundation.org


OFFICERS, TRUSTEES AND  
ASSOCIATE TRUSTEES
2015-2016



Officers and Trustees:  
Front row (left to right, seated):   
Ruth A. Doan, Assistant Secretary 
Willard Mott, Treasurer 
Macauley Whiting, Jr., President 
Michael L. Dow, Vice President

Associates and Trustees:  
Back row (left to right, standing):  
Delilah Ohrstrom 
Brian Frisselle 
Correll Whiting 
Stephen P. Carras 
Suzanna McCuan  
Bonnie Buchanan Matheson

Trustees and Officer  
Absent from Group Photo:
Alden Lee Hanson 
Diane Dow Hullet 
Andrew Liveris 
David Ramaker 
Margaret E. Thompson, Secretary



Macauley (Mike) Whiting, Jr. 
President and Trustee 
Willard Dow Family

Associate Trustee 1996-1997, Trustee since June 1997, 
Secretary 2000-2005, Treasurer 2005-2015, President 
2014-present

Mike Whiting was born and raised in Midland and now 
resides in Florida and Michigan. He has a BSE degree 
in Chemical Engineering from Princeton University. He 
worked at The Dow Chemical Company, and then co-
founded a renewable energy company, which he grew 
for 30 years until selling it in 2012. Mike is passionate 
about science, entrepreneurship and education. 

Michael (Mike) L. Dow
Vice President and Trustee
Alden Ball Dow Family

Trustee since March 1982, Treasurer 1992-2005,  
Vice President 2005-present

Mike Dow grew up in Midland and lives in Michigan. 
He served in the U.S. Army and graduated from 
Michigan State University. He was elected to serve on 
the boards of The Dow Chemical Company from  
1988-1998 as well as the Chemical Financial 
Corporation and the Michigan State University 
Foundation. He is an active philanthropist and 
volunteer. Mike is passionate about land conservation, 
aviation and entrepreneurship.

Margaret (Peggy) E. 
Thompson
Secretary and Trustee
Margaret Dow Towsley Family

Associate Trustee 1995-1996, Trustee since June 1999, 
Secretary 2005-present

Dr. Margaret Thompson grew up in Midland and lives in 
Michigan. She graduated from Northwestern University, 
the University of Michigan Medical School, and 

completed a Family Practice residency at the University 
of Vermont. Peggy practiced as a volunteer physician, 
and now is Associate Professor of Family Medicine, 
Community Associate Dean and the Assistant Dean 
for Clinical Curriculum at the Michigan State University 
College of Human Medicine in Grand Rapids. Peggy 
has expertise in health, education, land conservation 
and philanthropy. 

Willard Mott
Treasurer and Trustee 
Dorothy Dow Arbury Family

Associate Trustee 2005-2006, Trustee since November 
2006, Treasurer September 2015-present

Willard Mott grew up and resides in Michigan. He 
graduated from Michigan Technology University 
with a Civil Engineering degree and from Purdue 
University with an MBA. Willard has worked in business 
development, engineering, corporate finance, 
economics and business planning. He currently owns 
and operates two restaurants. Willard is an active 
volunteer with student ministries.

Ruth Doan
Assistant Secretary and Trustee
Ruth Dow Doan Family

Associate Trustee 2004-2005, Trustee since June 2006, 
Assistant Secretary 2014-present

Dr. Ruth Doan grew up in Michigan and now resides 
in Virginia. Ruth earned her bachelor’s degree from 
Princeton University and her Masters and Ph.D. from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is a 
Professor Emerita at Hollins University. Her professional 
specialty is U.S. history, especially religion in the United 
States between the Revolutionary and the Civil War 
years. She has expertise in religion and is passionate 
about history and education.

TRUSTEE BIOS



Alden Lee Hanson
Ruth Dow Doan Family

Associate Trustee 2006-June 2007, 
Trustee since September 2011

Lee Hanson currently resides in California. He has a 
BS in Political Science from the University of Southern 
California and an MBA in Entrepreneurship and 
Marketing from the Marshall School of Business at USC. 
He works in the information technology sector. Lee is 
an active outdoorsman and entrepreneur. 

Diane Hullet 
Alden Ball Dow Family

Associate Trustee 1997-1998,  
Trustee since February 2003

Diane Hullet grew up in Michigan. She has a BA  
in English from the University of Colorado at Boulder 
and an MA in Education from Stanford University.  
She is actively engaged in education, the arts  
and philanthropy.

Bonnie Ruth Buchanan 
Matheson
Helen Dow Hale Family

Associate Trustee 1996-1997,  
Trustee since June 1998

Bonnie Matheson has a BA in Psychology from George 
Mason University. She is a lifelong volunteer with a 
passion for helping others. She is a speaker, author, 
wellness coach and entrepreneur. 

Suzanna (Suzie) McCuan
Dorothy Dow Arbury Family

Associate Trustee 2010-2011,  
Trustee since June 2013

Suzie McCuan was educated in and resides in 
Michigan. She studied at both University of Michigan 
and Hillsdale College. She has expertise in accounting 
and a passion for free enterprise and education.

Stephen Carras
Alden Ball Dow Family

Associate Trustee 2003-2004,  
Additional Trustee September 2014

The Honorable Stephen Carras is Chief Judge of the 
Midland County courts. He graduated from Michigan 
State University, University of Detroit/Mercy School of 
Law and Wayne State University Law School. He was 
born and raised in Midland. He is passionate about the 
arts, health and education.

Andrew N. Liveris
Additional Trustee since 2004

Andrew Liveris currently resides in 
Midland. He received a bachelor’s 

degree in Chemical Engineering from the University 
of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. Andrew was 
also awarded an honorary doctorate in science by 
his alma mater. He is President and Chairman of The 
Dow Chemical Company. He has expertise in business 
strategy and has a passion for chemistry and his 
adopted hometown of Midland. 

David B. Ramaker
Additional Trustee since 2011

David B. Ramaker resides in Midland. 
He earned a Bachelor of Business 

Administration degree from Southern Methodist 
University. His other educational achievements include 
graduate with honors from the Intermediate School of 
Banking, Southern Methodist University; graduate of 
the American Bankers Association Commercial Lending 
School; and graduate of the Southwestern Graduate 
School of Banking. David is Chairman, CEO & President 
of Chemical Financial Corporation and Chemical Bank. 
He has a passion for civic projects that enhance the 
economic climate and improve the quality of life for the 
people of Michigan. David has expertise in business 
development and is a champion for the arts, education, 
health and human services. 



THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION
1018 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640-4292

Phone: 989.631.3699 

Fax: 989.631.0675

hhdowfoundation.org 

info@hhdowfoundation.org

http://hhdowfoundation.org/
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