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This is an annual report for a foundation, so 
one would expect to see — within the pages of 
financial data — information on “investments.” 
After all, financial investments are a big part of 
how a foundation such as ours funds its work. 

But I would suggest that the more important 
story about the “investments” of The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow Foundation will not be found 
in the financial data. To us, investments are 
less about the “how” of our work than they are 
about the “why.” 

We’re here to invest in people. 

Sure, our “Grants Awarded” section will 
show how many footprints we’ve left in the 
community — as we’ve invested in program 
areas such as arts and culture, civic and 
community, education, environment, health  
and human services and religious organizations. 
But, again, those are all part of the “how” of  
our work. 

People are the “why.” 

We know that a community is stronger when 
its people can grow — intellectually and 
emotionally — through the arts. We know 
that civic and community programs make a 
community a better place for its people to live. 
We know that the more people learn, the more 
people can accomplish — and that some of our 
people, through circumstances beyond their 
control, will still face difficulties in life. We know 
that a healthy and stimulating environment 
creates healthy and stimulated people. And we 
know that faith is one of the most important 
wells from which people draw strength. 

Those investments in people have always been 
the mission of The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation. While our work is done in the 
fields of religion, charity, science, education or 
the arts, it is always to improve the lives of the 
people of Midland and Michigan.

Like any organization that “invests,” we have 
parameters to guide the type of investments  
we make: 

Sustainability: The best investment is the one 
that keeps on growing. So we invest in initiatives 
that are sustainable and will leave a lasting 
footprint by becoming self-supporting. 

Capacity Building: Successful investors 
understand the power of compounding. We 
multiply our giving through matching grants, 
offering organizations the incentive to raise 
even more funds on their own to improve and 
expand their services.

Collaboration: By encouraging organizations 
to pool their resources, efforts and expertise, 
we can leverage our investment. Our work 
sometimes goes beyond simply writing a check 
— into working as an advisor to help grantees 
maximize their investments in people. This 
cooperation strengthens organizations and 
generates greater results for our community. 

Our investments in people start with the large 
financial endowment that sustains us. Our 
impact grows through the commitment and 
effort of our trustees, staff and volunteers — and 
through the excellent work of the organizations 
that we support.

All the way, we are following the footprints left 
by my great grandmother, Grace A. Dow, when 
she started this Foundation to perpetuate the 
generous giving that she and Herbert H. Dow 
extended during their lives. Our Foundation 
and our grantees share their spirit of service 
and philanthropy — the idea that a strong 
community invests in its people.

Whether you are a trustee, staff member, 
volunteer, donor, recipient or partner, you 
have played a role in keeping that spirit alive. 
I thank you for your efforts, and offer you my 
promise that The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation will continue to serve our 
community by investing in its people.

 Sincerely,

Macauley Whiting, Jr. 
President

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT





HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW WERE DEVOTED 

TO THE FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY AND TO THE 

 ENHANCEMENT OF THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE 

PEOPLE IN THE CITY OF MIDLAND AND IN MICHIGAN. 

THEIR LEGACY LIVES ON THROUGH THE TRUSTEES 

AND ASSOCIATES WHO FREELY SHARE THEIR TIME 

AND PERSPECTIVES, WHICH ALLOWS THE HERBERT 

H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION TO MAKE 

 INFORMED GRANT MAKING DECISIONS.

LEGACY

Grace A. Dow established The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation in 1936 in memory 
of her husband, Herbert H. Dow, founder of The 
Dow Chemical Company, who died  in 1930. She 
was a Trustee of The Foundation until her death 
in 1953.

Grace A. Ball and Herbert H. Dow were married 
in  Midland, Michigan, in 1892. Herbert was  
born in 1866 to Sarah  (Bunnell) and Joseph 
Henry Dow. He grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he graduated from Case School of 
Applied  Science (now Case Western Reserve 
University). Grace was born in 1869 to Amelia 
(Eaton) and George Willard Ball. Grace’s father 
was the founder of Midland’s first bank; Grace 
was a schoolteacher at the Post Street School 
before she married Herbert.

Young Herbert Dow was fortunate in having 
a father who was a creative inventor, and his 
formal education was  complemented by the 
hands-on mechanical and inventive education 
he  received from his father.

During his studies at Case, Herbert Dow 
became  interested in the composition of brine, 
a topic on which he wrote  several papers. His 
first commercial chemical venture in Ohio 
was  unsuccessful, but by the time he moved 
to  Midland in 1890, he’d proven that his new 
chemical process for  removing  bromine from 
brine by electrolysis was feasible. The rich 
source of brine beneath the ground in Midland 

and the  availability of power were major factors 
in his choosing Midland as the site of his 
Midland Chemical Company. During the years 
 1894-97  Herbert Dow further expanded his 
electrolytic process to separate chlorine from 
brine. In 1897 he established The Dow Chemical 
Company to produce chlorine bleach based 
upon this new technology. In 1900 he merged 
the Midland Chemical Company into The Dow 
Chemical Company.

Herbert Dow was honored with doctorate 
degrees from Case Western Reserve University 
and the University of Michigan. He is credited 
with 107 inventions and in 1930 received the 
 prestigious Perkin Research Medal for  
Chemical Achievement from the Society of 
Chemical Industry.

Grace and Herbert Dow were parents of 
seven children and spent their married life in 
Midland. They were both devoted to the family, 
the community, and to the enhancement of 
the  quality of life for everyone in the Midland 
area and in Michigan. Their  compassionate 
and visionary philosophy continues to be the 
guiding inspiration for the Trustees of The 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation is 
the eighth  largest foundation in  Michigan and, 
since its establishment, has  granted over $570 
million to worthy programs and projects in the 
Midland area and in Michigan.



The Dow Gardens is truly a gift 
to the world from The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow Foundation.  

The values and ideas of both Herbert and Grace Dow are 
expressed in a very tangible way through the gardens.

The home of Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow, known as “The Pines,” 
graces the Dow Gardens. Built in 1899, the residence is the only 
home Herbert and Grace ever built and it is where they raised 
their family. The story of the home and gardens are intertwined 
with a deep history. From this home, the value of education and 
innovation flowed into the community and grew deep roots in 
the gardens. 

The Gardens, which were initially developed by Herbert H. Dow, 
exemplify Herbert Dow’s passion for innovation and the use of 
ideas as resources. Today as more than 130,000 guests tour the 
100-acre garden and 40-acre forest, they experience a dynamic 
landscape. Every year new plants are tested in the Trial Garden 
Area and the successful ones are incorporated into future bed 
designs. Designs are fluid and change showcasing the creativity 
of the Dow Gardens Horticulture team.

In the garden, visitors are pulled around winding pathways 
and teased with distant vistas which encourage them to leave 
the pathways and explore. This landscape design principle 
reaches back to Herbert Dow’s belief that the whole should 
never be revealed all at once and it is ingrained in the innovative 
horticultural design today. Guests to the gardens experience 
stunning horticultural displays, cross historic bridges, and  
walk native forest trails as they discover what is just around  
the corner. 

The Visitor Relations Team works closely with the Horticulture 
Team to create programming which enhances the understanding 
and appreciation of the garden. There are a wide range of 
options for having a learning experience at Dow Gardens. 
There are formal educational opportunities like the annual 
Know and Grow Seminar which brings nationally-known garden 
authorities to Midland as well as informal drop-in programming 
like Pesto Making and Story Times. For a very personal learning 
interaction, more than one hundred individuals choose to 
volunteer each year to learn directly from the talented staff.  
There are opportunities for every learning style at Dow Gardens; 
continuing the tradition started by Herbert and Grace Dow of 
diffusing knowledge into the community. 

THE DOW GARDENS





GRANTS AWARDED 
1936-2014

UP

NC

WC

EC

MM

SE

SW

PROGRAM AREA

n ARTS & CULTURE
$82,435,212 223 Grants

n CIVIC & COMMUNITY
$125,943,708 814 Grants

n EDUCATION
$253,230,747 409 Grants

n ENVIRONMENT
$31,894,883 105 Grants

n HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
$70,889,768 484 Grants

n RELIGION
$5,649,075 5,554 Grants

GEOGRAPHY 

EAST CENTRAL
$390,591,440 7,135 Grants

MIDMICHIGAN
$38,602,731 103 Grants

NORTH CENTRAL
$23,024,078 71 Grants

SOUTHEAST
$49,444,305 119 Grants

SOUTHWEST
$33,438,821 30 Grants

UPPER PENINSULA
$13,371,433 18 Grants

WEST CENTRAL
$21,570,585 113 Grants



FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2014

ASSETS

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
$15,052,000

RECEIVABLES AND PREPAID EXPENSES
$365,000

INVESTMENTS AT FAIR MARKET VALUE 
$454,252,000

LAND, BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
$15,452,000

TOTAL ASSETS 
$485,121,000

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

PLEDGES PAYABLE 
$16,796,000

OTHER PAYABLES    
$1,740,000

NET ASSETS     
$466,585,000

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
$485,121,000

Note: 2014 Audited Statement of Financial Position, rounded to the nearest $1,000



SINCE GRACE A. DOW 

ESTABLISHED THE  

HERBERT H. AND GRACE A.  

DOW FOUNDATION ON 

DECEMBER 26, 1936,  

TRUSTEES HAVE AWARDED 

$570,043,392.62 IN ACTUAL, 

NOT  ADJUSTED DOLLARS 

TO QUALIFYING  MICHIGAN 

ORGANIZATIONS.





ALMA COLLEGE 
$3,000,000 
$5 million pledge awarded to create an e-STEM 
program and establish an endowment so that  
the program can improve STEM opportunities  
into the future

THE ARC OF MIDLAND 
$20,000
$60,000 pledge awarded to increase the capacity 
for providers and caregivers to learn about Gentle 
Teaching and create Cultures of Gentleness

BAY AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
$100,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to fund the 
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network 
Sustainable Communities operations for the  
years 2013, 2014, 2015 via the Sustainable 
Communities Initiative Fund held at the Bay  
Area Community Foundation

CITY OF BEAVERTON 
$25,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2014 to 
renovate the existing bath house at Calhoun 
Campgrounds and Park

BEAVERTON ACTIVITY CENTER 
$200,000 
One-year matching grant to repurpose an  
unused schoolhouse to create the Beaverton 
Activity Center

CHAPEL LANE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
$10,000 
One-year grant to purchase a programmable 
exterior sign

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT COUNCIL 
GREAT LAKES BAY REGION 
$500,000 
One-year matching grant awarded in 2013 to 
support the Capital Campaign to expand the 
existing building by matching $1 for every $1 of new 
contributions (including individuals, corporations 
and foundations)

CHIPPEWA WATERSHED 
CONSERVANCY 
$40,000 
$120,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support 
operating expenses over three years

CITY RESCUE MISSION OF SAGINAW 
$50,000 
$150,000 pledge awarded to renovate the Men’s 
Emergency Shelter

CONSERVATION RESOURCE ALLIANCE
$150,000 
One-year grant to replace the road/stream crossing 
on Old State Road (aka-Chestonia Bridge) with a 
free spanning bridge

COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN 
FOUNDATIONS 
$18,600 
One-year grant to support 2014 operations as an 
organization member

COUNCIL ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & 
SEXUAL ASSAULT (SHELTERHOUSE) 
$250,000 
$1 million pledge awarded in 2010 to help build the 
endowment by funding a four-year, $4 to $1 match

CURTIS TOWNSHIP LIBRARY 
$5,000 
One-year grant to upgrade the library roof from 
asphalt shingle to metal

DELTA COLLEGE 
$60,000 
$180,000 pledge awarded in 2014 to support 
the Michigan Small Business & Technology 
Development Center (MI-SBTDC) over three years

DELTA COLLEGE 
$2,500,000 
$4 million pledge awarded in 2014 to fund the 
“STEM Explorer” (a 38-foot vehicle that will travel 
throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region – visiting 
schools, community events and other activities – to 
focus on STEM education)

EAGLE RIDGE CHURCH OF GOD 
$10,000 
One-year grant to provide a safe place on  
church property for children and youth to play  
in their neighborhood

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION 
EAA CHAPTER 1093 
$50,000 
One-year grant to create a Community Aviation 
Outreach/Welcoming/Discovery Area at the Jack 
Barstow Airport

GRANT PAYMENTS
2014 2013



GREAT LAKES BAY FOUNDATION 
$75,000 
One-year grant to fund an assessment of the 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) education resources in the region

GREATER MIDLAND COMMUNITY  
CENTERS, INC.
$115,000 
$225,000 pledge to fund North Midland Family 
Center operations for 2014-2015

HOMER TOWNSHIP 
$20,000 
One-year grant to build and purchase a new  
fire engine

HOPE COLLEGE 
$3,000,000 
$3 million pledge to develop the STEM  
Scholars program

INLAND SEAS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
$150,000 
$300,000 pledge for 2015-2016 operations

INTERLOCHEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$1,000,000 
$3 million pledge to construct, furnish and endow a 
complete Music Complex (Phase 1)

LEE TOWNSHIP 
$200,000 
One-year grant to expand the township hall

LORD OF NEW LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
$10,000 
One-year grant to pave the current gravel driveway 
at the new church

MACKINAC CENTER FOR PUBLIC POLICY
$500,000 
$1 million pledge for continued support of the 
education policy initiative over two years

MICHIGAN BASEBALL FOUNDATION, INC.
$80,000 
One-year grant to fund the downtown Midland 
riverfront study

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
$194,000 
$378,000 pledge to develop a comprehensive rural 
health training program, focused on community 
involvement for medical students at the Midland 
Regional Campus

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
$3,000,000 
$5 million pledge to establish the STEM Success 
Program and to create a supporting endowment

MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY
$3,000,000 
$5 million pledge for the Michigan Science Teaching 
and Assessment Reform (MI-STAR) Project

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
$100,000 
One-year grant to support the start-up activities of 
the State of Michigan EB-5 Regional Center through 
the Housing Development Authority

MID MICHIGAN COMMUNITY  
ACTION AGENCY
$50,000 
One-year grant to support the Homeowner 
Empowerment Program in assisting individuals and 
families with budgeting, home buyer education, 
credit repair, foreclosure prevention and/or loss 
mitigation as well as establish seven individual 
development accounts

CITY OF MIDLAND  
(GRACE A. DOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY)
$2,000 
2014 annual grant for operations

CITY OF MIDLAND 
$27,500 
One-year grant for property acquisition for 
aesthetics of The Tridge

CITY OF MIDLAND 
$212,500 
One-year grant for Tittabawassee riverbank 
clearance, maintenance and rehabilitation of six 
existing river overlook platforms

MIDLAND BALLOON FESTIVAL 
$10,000 
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support  
event operations for the Midland Balloon Fest  
for 2012-2016

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
$75,000 
One-year grant to match funds raised from renewal/
new three-year pledge commitments to be used for 
2013-2014 operations

MIDLAND COUNTY 
$100,000 
One-year grant to complete courthouse renovations 
and to restore a mural

MIDLAND COUNTY CHURCHES 
$184,000 
One-year grants of $2,000 to each of 92 churches

MIDLAND KIDS FIRST 
$15,000 
$45,000 pledge awarded in 2012 for additional 
funding for the Recovering Youth Futures program 
to offset administrative costs



MIDLAND KING’S DAUGHTERS HOME 
$1,000 
2014 Community Christmas Closet

MIDLAND VOLUNTEERS FOR  
RECYCLING, INC.
$15,000 
$60,000 pledge awarded in 2012 for operating 
expenses over three years

MID-MICHIGAN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
$10,000 
One-year grant to install automatic power doors in 
the main entry for improved accessibility

MIDMICHIGAN HEALTH 
$595,000 
$2,162,500 pledge awarded in 2014 to  
establish the Margaret Ann Riecker Institute  
for Nursing Excellence

MILLS TOWNSHIP 
$93,750 
One-year grant to purchase a new fire truck

NORTHEAST LITTLE LEAGUE 
$20,000 
One-year grant for additional funds to renovate the 
existing baseball field at Northeast Middle School 
and construct two new fields in Larkin Township

NORTHERN MICHIGAN MOBILE CHILD 
ADVOCACY CENTER, INC. 
$100,000 
$300,000 pledge to launch and establish a 
mobile Child Advocacy Center to bring a Forensic 
Interviewer & MSW Case Coordinator to outlying 
counties (Clare, Crawford, Gladwin, Iosco,  
Missaukee, Wexford)

NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY 
$250,000 
$500,000 pledge to help fund the Alan W. Ott 
Endowed Chair in Finance and Banking Management

REACHING OUR COMMUNITY KIDS (R.O.C.K.)
$1,712 
$7,388 pledge awarded in 2013 to fund the initial 
subsidy to participate in MITCON’s Computer 
Workstation Standardization Project

REACHING OUR COMMUNITY KIDS (R.O.C.K.)
$100,000 
$450,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for operating 
support over three years beginning in 2011

REACHING OUR COMMUNITY KIDS (R.O.C.K.)
$50,000 
$450,000 pledge awarded in 2014 as a $2 to $1 
matching grant for 2015-2017 operations and 
expansion

SAGINAW ART MUSEUM 
$75,000 
One-year grant to support the Renovation/
Renaissance project for necessary renovations to 
preserve the collection in the proper environment

SAGINAW BASIN LAND CONSERVANCY
$10,000 
$70,000 pledge awarded in 2012 for continued 
support of stewardship of conservation easements 
secured through the Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP)

SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 
$3,000,000 
$5 million pledge to create the Herbert H. and Grace 
A. Dow STEM Scholar Network

SOCIETY OF PLASTICS ENGINEERS, INC.
$5,000 
$25,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for continued 
support of the Education Outreach Program

CITY OF ST. LOUIS 
$140,000 
One-year grant to construct a new fire station

STATE THEATRE OF BAY CITY 
$25,000 
One-year grant to complete the final upgrades to 
the sound system

VILLAGE OF FARWELL  
(SURREY TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY)
$99,245 
One-year grant to complete the repairs to the newly 
purchased building adjacent to the library to be 
used for future expansion of the facility

TRAVERSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
$50,000 
$150,000 pledge awarded in 2013 to provide a 
three-year matching grant for operating expenses:  
‘A Note-Worthy Challenge’

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY 
$30,000
$120,000 pledge awarded in 2009 as an additional 
Challenge Grant promoting the Alexis de Tocqueville 
giving level beginning in 2010

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY 
$130,000 
$390,000 pledge awarded in 2012 as a challenge 
over three years beginning with the 2012-2013 
campaign for new Leadership Circle gifts and gifts 
increased by at least $500

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY 
$130,000 
$390,000 pledge awarded in 2012 as a  
Base Grant for three years beginning with  
the 2012-2013 campaign



UNITED WAY OF SAGINAW COUNTY 
$10,000 
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2010 for Phase 3 of 
the initial pilot implementation of the Imagination 
Library Program

WEST MIDLAND FAMILY CENTER 
$100,000 
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2013 to fund operating 
expenses by matching $1 for every $1 of funds raised

WILDLIFE RECOVERY ASSOCIATION 
$70,000 
$210,000 pledge awarded in 2013 to help finance 
three years of a five-year plan to initiate a shift from 
being a grass roots organization to a more permanent 
and secure organization

YOUNG LIFE 
$15,000 
$45,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support the 
expenses related to starting the YoungLives program

PLEDGES AWARDED
2014 2013

CHIPPEWA NATURE CENTER, INC. 
$180,000 
For operations for three years beginning with  
the 2015 budget

CREATIVE 360 STAGE, STUDIOS & GALLERY
$100,000 
For a matching grant in the total amount of up 
to $100,000 for operations over two years. The 
Foundation will match $1 up to $50,000 per year for 
every $1 Creative 360 receives in cash contributions 
from individuals or businesses up to $1,000 per donor. 
These contributions cannot be in-kind donations or 
from foundations or service organizations.

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$75,000
To match funds raised from renewal/new  
three-year pledge commitments to be used for  
2014-2015 operations

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
$500,000 
For 2014-2015 operations

YWCA GREAT LAKES BAY REGION 
$100,000 
To expand the economic empowerment program into 
Midland County



PROGRAM PRIORITIES

Since the needs, desires and capabilities of 
Michigan’s people and their organizations are 
constantly changing, there can be no fixed or 
steadfast priority in The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation’s grant  making. However,  
within its charter and  philosophy, the Trustees  
tend to support  organizations that: 

•	 have clearly stated objectives, strong  
and  purposeful management and are  
publicly  accountable 

•	 have needs which are in areas not normally  
funded by governmental or public financing 

•	 are not hesitant to explore, initiate, volunteer  
or execute original ideas or concepts 

•	 are willing to collaborate with other persons 
or organizations to give synergy to achieve a 
common objective 

•	 have purposes which tend to advance private 
enterprise and the preservation of a free, 
open and self-resourceful society

PROGRAM EXAMPLES

EDUCATION: 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation  
is always interested in improving the quality  
of education at Michigan’s academic institutions, 
particularly in those specific areas where a given 
institution already is establishing preeminence. 

SCIENCE: 
Since the community of Midland and the 
base of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation’s assets have been products of 
 scientific achievement, the Trustees seek to 
 encourage projects that include advanced 
research and new applications of science or 
technology. The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation is currently involved with the 
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network 
which is aimed at environmental improvement 
that is consistent with community growth  
and sustainability.

ARTS & CULTURE: 
The Dow Gardens and Midland Center for 
the Arts are programs and projects that The 
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
champions and supports. Art-related activities 
that explore or promote the interrelation of 
science and art are encouraged. The Trustees 
particularly enjoy supporting tasteful, creative 
and innovative programs that expand the 
general public’s art and cultural horizons. 

COMMUNITY LIFE —  
MIDLAND AND MICHIGAN: 
To improve the quality of life for Midland and 
Michigan residents continues to be a major  
goal of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation. The Trustees support programs 
and projects that add an important dimension 
to community life, such as the Grace A. Dow 
 Memorial Library, Midland Community Center, 
West Midland Family Center and 92 Midland 
County religious organizations. The Herbert 
H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation affirms the 
importance of local initiatives, particularly 
private initiatives, which encourage economic 
development and promote job creation.

PROGRAM NOTES

Both in Midland and in Michigan, the Trustees 
welcome opportunities where a grant of seed 
funds or a matching grant will stimulate broad 
public participation in an artistic, recreational, 
educational or cultural project so that the 
project can become self-sustaining. Projects 
that benefit youngsters or senior citizens are of 
special interest. If a program needs launching 
or requires changes, The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation may help. Requests 
for general support funding for ongoing 
programs are more properly directed to other 
organizations of broad public benefit.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES



APPLICATION AND REVIEW 

There is no formal application form; however, 
applicants are asked to include the following 
information in a proposal: 

•	 a letter setting forth the nature and potential 
results of the program for which funding  
is sought 

•	 the total cost of the project including any 
endowment available for operations 

•	 the total amount sought from The 
Foundation and over what period of time the 
grant may be disbursed 

•	 evidence of the organization’s tax-exempt 
status — Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

•	 a detailed annual operating budget 
and audited financial statement for the 
organization (these documents must be 
submitted annually for the duration of  
the grant) 

•	 the names of management and of the 
trustees or directors of the organization

Those proposals that pass initial evaluation are 
referred to the appropriate program committee  

of the Board of  Trustees for full consideration. 
 Trustees may request additional information, 
make site visits or invite organizations to 
meet with them in Midland. The board meets 
 periodically during the year to make final grant 
decisions. Grants and payments on pledges are 
usually disbursed in December. 

GRANT FOCUS 

The Foundation does not make grants directly 
to individuals. Its charter limits grants to 
Michigan organizations. In addition, it cannot 
legally support: 

•	 organizations to which contributions are not  
tax deductible, according to Internal Revenue 
Service regulations 

•	 organizations that practice discrimination by 
race, sex, creed, age or national origin 

•	 political organizations or organizations 
whose purposes are to influence legislation 

The Foundation will not be bound by  
preset “formulas for giving” prepared by 
nonprofit agencies. 

A NOTE TO GRANT SEEKERS 

The Foundation would like to be in a financial 
position to assist all grant requests within its 
philosophy. However, its resources are limited. 

Many worthy grant applications must be 
declined simply because funds to accept them 
are not available. Consequently, an applicant 
should never view a declination by The 
Foundation as a judgment on the merits of  
the proposal.

GRANT APPLICATIONS SHOULD  
BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO:

Macauley Whiting, Jr., President

The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation

1018 West Main Street

Midland, Michigan 48640-4292

grants@hhdowfoundation.org

Grants are limited to organizations within the  

State of Michigan considered exempt under  

Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

APPLICATION GUIDELINES

mailto:grants@hhdowfoundation.org


TRUSTEES AND  
ASSOCIATE TRUSTEES
2014



Officers and Trustees:  
Front row (left to right, seated):   
Ruth A. Doan, Assistant Secretary 
Michael L. Dow, Vice President 
Macauley Whiting, Jr., President/Treasurer 
Margaret E. Thompson, Secretary

Trustees:  
Back row (left to right, standing):  
Suzanna McCuan 
Alden Lee Hanson 
Stephen P. Carras 
Willard Mott 
David Ramaker 
Bonnie Buchanan Matheson

Trustees absent from  
group photo:  
Diane Dow Hullet 
Andrew Liveris

Associates absent  
from group photo:  
Abigail Anderson 
Micah Riecker



THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION
1018 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640-4292

Phone: 989.631.3699 

Fax: 989.631.0675

hhdowfoundation.org 

info@hhdowfoundation.org

http://hhdowfoundation.org/
mailto:info@hhdowfoundation.org
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