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There’s a reason an 
organization such as ours  
is called a “foundation.”

A foundation is the base, the system that supports a 
building and gives that building its strength. And the 
foundation gets that strength through the individual 
blocks within it, through the mortar that holds the 
blocks together, through its design that carefully 
balances mass and force.

As we look at The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation, we can see how our mission is the 
mortar that binds together people, organizations and 
resources to build good works — whether  
they are religious, charitable, scientific, literary  
or educational.

Our blocks? The financial bequests that created and 
sustain our Foundation; the tireless effort of trustees, 
staff and volunteers; the many organizations whose 
work fulfills our mission; and, of course, the people 
who live, work and play in our state.

But there are three key elements — our “design,”  
so to speak — that give our Foundation its  
real strength. 

Sustainability: This is one of the most important 
criteria we look for in offering support for a program 
or initiative. Can it be sustained? Will the good 
work continue after we’ve offered our support? In 
this regard, our work goes beyond that of simply a 
grant-making foundation. We’re working, in a sense, 
as a technical advisor — helping organizations build 
programs that will last not just for a grant cycle, but 
for posterity.  

Capacity Building: This goes hand-in-hand with 
sustainability. We understand the difference between 
giving a man a fish so he can eat for a day … and 
teaching him to fish so he can eat for a lifetime. We 
work hard to help the organizations we serve become 
better at raising funds on their own. Matching grants 
are one way we do this — providing a match for each 
dollar the organization raises. We also work with 
organizations to help them plan and execute their own 
fund-development programs … all with an eye toward 
making them stronger.

Collaboration: In a time of tightening resources 
and increasing need, it’s important that we make 
the most of every minute and every penny. Often, 
the best way to do that is to work together. So 
we help create collaborative opportunities among 
nonprofits, governmental agencies, private sector 
and other organizations. Sharing expertise, finding 
complementary strengths and leveraging resources 
gives us stronger organizations who accomplish more. 
Even better, it creates a shared sense of purpose that 
makes us even stronger.

Whatever your relationship with The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation, the Midland area, or the 
great state of Michigan, I thank you for being one 
of the “bricks” of our Foundation. I promise that the 
“mortar” of our mission will continue to build strong 
initiatives and programs. And that we will continue  
to use our innovative approach to keep those 
programs strong.  

Sincerely,

 

Margaret Ann Riecker
President    

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



A PRIVATE

FOUNDATION

DEDICATED TO

IMPROVING

THE LIVES OF

THE PEOPLE IN

THE CITY OF

MIDLAND AND

THE STATE OF

MICHIGAN



There’s a reason an 
organization such as ours  
is called a “foundation.”

A foundation is the base, the system that supports a 
building and gives that building its strength. And the 
foundation gets that strength through the individual 
blocks within it, through the mortar that holds the 
blocks together, through its design that carefully 
balances mass and force.

As we look at The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation, we can see how our mission is the 
mortar that binds together people, organizations and 
resources to build good works — whether  
they are religious, charitable, scientific, literary  
or educational.

Our blocks? The financial bequests that created and 
sustain our Foundation; the tireless effort of trustees, 
staff and volunteers; the many organizations whose 
work fulfills our mission; and, of course, the people 
who live, work and play in our state.

But there are three key elements — our “design,”  
so to speak — that give our Foundation its  
real strength. 

Sustainability: This is one of the most important 
criteria we look for in offering support for a program 
or initiative. Can it be sustained? Will the good 
work continue after we’ve offered our support? In 
this regard, our work goes beyond that of simply a 
grant-making foundation. We’re working, in a sense, 
as a technical advisor — helping organizations build 
programs that will last not just for a grant cycle, but 
for posterity.  

Capacity Building: This goes hand-in-hand with 
sustainability. We understand the difference between 
giving a man a fish so he can eat for a day … and 
teaching him to fish so he can eat for a lifetime. We 
work hard to help the organizations we serve become 
better at raising funds on their own. Matching grants 
are one way we do this — providing a match for each 
dollar the organization raises. We also work with 
organizations to help them plan and execute their own 
fund-development programs … all with an eye toward 
making them stronger.

Collaboration: In a time of tightening resources 
and increasing need, it’s important that we make 
the most of every minute and every penny. Often, 
the best way to do that is to work together. So 
we help create collaborative opportunities among 
nonprofits, governmental agencies, private sector 
and other organizations. Sharing expertise, finding 
complementary strengths and leveraging resources 
gives us stronger organizations who accomplish more. 
Even better, it creates a shared sense of purpose that 
makes us even stronger.

Whatever your relationship with The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation, the Midland area, or the 
great state of Michigan, I thank you for being one 
of the “bricks” of our Foundation. I promise that the 
“mortar” of our mission will continue to build strong 
initiatives and programs. And that we will continue  
to use our innovative approach to keep those 
programs strong.  

Sincerely,

 

Margaret Ann Riecker
President    

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

hhdowfoundation.org





HERBERT AND GRACE DOW WERE 

 DEVOTED TO THE FAMILY, THE COMMUNITY 

AND TO THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE 

QUALITY OF LIFE FOR  EVERYONE IN 

THE MIDLAND AREA AND IN MICHIGAN. 

THEIR LEGACY LIVES ON THROUGH THE 

TRUSTEES AND ASSOCIATES WHO FREELY 

SHARE THEIR TIME AND PERSPECTIVES, 

WHICH ALLOWS THE HERBERT H. AND 

GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION TO MAKE 

 INFORMED GRANT MAKING DECISIONS.

INSPIRATION



HERBERT HENRY DOW
Herbert Henry Dow was born on 

February 26, 1866, in Belleville, 

Ontario,  Canada, to Sarah Bunnell 

Dow and Joseph Henry Dow, a master 

mechanic who was working in Canada 

at the time. His family relocated to the 

U.S., and  Herbert Dow attended the 

Case School of Applied Science (now Case  Western 

Reserve University), from which he graduated in 1888. 

After founding the Midland  Chemical Company in 1890 

based on an electrolytic process to extract  bromine from 

brine, he explored other brine extraction techniques, 

and in 1897, founded The Dow Chemical Company to 

commercialize the production of bleaching powder. He 

met and married Grace Anna Ball, a local Midland girl, 

on November 16, 1892, and they had seven children. 

Herbert Dow was an  innovator, exampled by his 91 

singular patents and 16 patents with other scientists, 

and a business visionary, confident in the future of his 

company in a world exploring the need for chemicals. 

He was equally vested in  positioning his company for 

success and caring for his employees and community, 

as evidenced by his involvement in meeting workers’ 

housing needs, supporting library and community center 

activities, sponsoring gardening and  beautification 

 activities, helping with the welfare association, serving 

on local boards and committees and supporting area 

churches. He won the Perkin Medal, one of the chemical 

industry’s highest career honors, in 1930, the same year 

he died from  complications of liver disease. Herbert Dow 

was so interwoven with the  company and community 

that thousands of people stood in tribute along the route 

of the train that carried his body back to Midland from 

the Mayo Clinic.

GRACE ANNA BALL DOW
Grace Anna Ball was born on 

January 26, 1869, to Amelia Eaton 

and George  Willard Ball, who 

came to Midland in 1861 with one 

of the early waves of pioneers to 

central Michigan. Grace attended 

the Union School on Grove Street 

and graduated with a second high school diploma 

in 1888 that prepared her to teach. She first taught 

at Post Street School. Grace married Herbert H. 

Dow at her childhood home on  Larkin Street on 

 November 16, 1892. Their seven children were the 

center of her interest and activity. She suffered the 

tragic loss of four children  during her lifetime, and 

her quiet philanthropy mended many hearts. She 

would  appear with a casserole in hand for a family 

hit by sudden illness and provide a used  musical 

instrument for lessons or a doll for comfort. She 

personally gave  monetary gifts to  individuals in 

need and contributed to and led hundreds of groups 

and organizational activities that would better her 

community or the world at large. Grace Dow was 

an early supporter of the local library, serving as 

 chairman of the library board from 1911 to 1943, 

and helped found the John Alden Chapter (Midland) 

of the Daughters of the American Revolution in 

1922. In 1936, Grace Dow founded The Herbert 

H. and Grace A. Dow  Foundation in memory of 

her husband, to be used for grants to nonprofit 

groups “for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, 

or educational purposes for public benefit of the 

inhabitants of the City of Midland and of the people 

of the State of Michigan.” Grace Dow died in 

Midland, Michigan, on June 28, 1953. 

OUR INSPIRATION ORIGINAL TRUSTEES

THE FOUNDATION



RUTH ALDEN DOW DOAN
Ruth Alden Dow was born on November 16, 1895, 

the second child of Herbert Henry Dow and 

Grace Anna Ball Dow, in Massillon, Ohio, during 

a brief period when her father was working in 

nearby Navarre, Ohio, to perfect the  extraction 

of chlorine from salt brine. The family returned to 

Midland, Michigan, her mother’s childhood home, 

in 1896, and her father founded The Dow  Chemical Company 

(TDCC) the following year to make bleaching powder. Ruth was 

 tutored at home until high school and then attended the University 

of  Michigan before marrying Leland I. Doan of Ann Arbor at the 

Dow family home on April 4, 1917. The family lived in a home 

built adjacent to the Dow family home and the Doans had three 

children. She took her job as wife and mother seriously. Leland 

Doan worked for TDCC, and Ruth’s activities supported those 

efforts as confidante, counselor and source of inspiration during 

his rise to the presidency of TDCC. She holds a unique place as 

the daughter, wife, mother and sister of four presidents of TDCC. 

She was an active community volunteer, serving on the Midland 

Community Fund board, as president and director of Family 

Services of  Midland, as president of the Monday Club and as an 

active member of the American Association of University Women, 

Daughters of the  American  Revolution and King’s Daughters. She 

became a trustee at The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 

at its founding. The superintendent of public  education  appointed 

her to the Michigan Committee for the Study of Community 

 Education Policies. She died while visiting New York City on 

January 21, 1950.

WILLARD HENRY DOW
Willard Henry Dow, first son and third child of 

Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow, was born on 

January 4, 1897, in Midland, Michigan. He was 

tutored at home and then attended Midland  

High School, graduating in 1914. He worked at 

The Dow Chemical Company (TDCC) for a year  

before attending the University of Michigan, 

where he served in the Student Army Training Corps the last year 

of World War I. He graduated in 1919 with a chemical engineering 

degree and returned to Midland to work for TDCC, where his father 

groomed him as his  successor. On September 3, 1921, he married 

Martha L. Pratt, originally from Midland but at the time a teacher 

working in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. They had two children and lived 

in a home built adjacent to the Dow family estate. After his father’s 

death in 1930, Willard Dow took the company’s reins and pushed 

 efforts to extract magnesium and other chemicals from seawater. 

This  experimentation and new technology made TDCC the major 

magnesium producer for World War II airplanes, incendiaries and 

other equipment.  During his tenure, he increased the company’s 

assets tenfold through research, new products and basic chemical 

production expansion. Willard Dow was known for his  modesty, 

broad vision and receptivity to new ideas. He wove his sense 

of humor and purpose into his love for art, music, athletics and 

community affairs. He  became the first President of The Herbert H. 

and Grace A. Dow  Foundation after it was founded in 1936 and 

continued in that position until 1947. He received the American 

Institute of Chemists’ Gold Medal in 1944. He and his wife Martha 

died in a plane crash in Canada on March 31, 1949, en route to a 

meeting of the board of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

on which he served.

ALDEN BALL DOW
Alden Ball Dow was born April 10, 1904, in 

Midland, Michigan, the fifth child of Herbert H.  

and Grace A. Dow. Tutored at home until high 

school, he  attended Midland High School 

and graduated in 1922. Like most of the Dow 

children, he spent a year between high school 

and college working at The Dow Chemical 

Company (TDCC) as a millwright assistant and traveling with his 

parents. He attended the University of Michigan and transferred 

to Columbia University to study architecture, receiving his degree 

in 1931. He married childhood sweetheart Vada Bennett on 

September 16, 1931, and they had three children. Well known for 

his architectural association with Frank Lloyd Wright, Alden Dow 

returned to Midland to open an architecture practice and received 

the Diplome de Grand Prix for residential architecture awarded 

by the Paris International Exposition in 1937. Midland churches, 

schools and residences are laced with his architectural designs 



and influence, as is the entire community of Lake Jackson, Texas, 

an expansion site for TDCC. His style is clearly reflected in his own 

home and studio, a masterpiece of modernist design adjacent to 

the Dow family estate. Alden became a Fellow of the American 

Institute of  Architects in 1957, and was named Michigan’s Architect 

 Laureate in 1983, the only architect ever to be given that honor. The 

fiber of his life and work was his own personal philosophy based 

on individualism,  appreciation, honesty,  humility and enthusiasm, 

which is intertwined in his design  contributions to the Midland 

Center for the Arts, the Interlochen Center for the Arts in  Michigan, 

the master plans for Northwood University and Muskegon 

 Community  College and the renovation of the Dow Gardens. 

He served on TDCC Board, became a Trustee of The Herbert H. 

and Grace A. Dow  Foundation upon its founding and served as 

President from 1947 to 1970. Alden Dow died in Midland, Michigan, 

at age seventy-nine on August 20, 1983.

MARGARET GRACE DOW TOWSLEY
Margaret Grace Dow was born on January 3, 1906, 

the sixth child of Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow, 

in Midland, Michigan. She was tutored at home 

until high school and attended Midland High. She 

was junior class president, senior class treasurer 

and a member of the women’s basketball team. 

She graduated in 1922 along with her brother 

Alden and traveled with the family before enrolling at the University 

of Michigan where she received her degree in 1928. Margaret 

then earned a master’s degree in education at Teacher’s College 

of Columbia  University. She married Dr. Harry Albert Towsley on 

September 14, 1932, and they moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, 

where Dr. Towsley worked as a  professor in the department of 

pediatrics and communicable diseases and later as  chairman of 

postgraduate medicine. The Towsleys had five children. Margaret 

was  diminutive in size but tough, and her links to the community 

were deep. She founded and operated the Children’s Play School 

in Ann Arbor beginning in 1935 and co-founded the Mid-Michigan 

Chapter of Planned Parenthood that later presented her with the 

prestigious Margaret Sanger Award in 1967. She was active in 

Ann Arbor politics and civic affairs and served as the first woman 

on the Ann Arbor City Council from 1953 to 1957. She served as 

a Trustee of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation from 

1936 to 1963. In 1959, the Towsleys created their own Foundation 

dedicated to philanthropy and were tremendous supporters of the 

Salvation Army, the Humane Society and the fine arts and medical 

community. Margaret Towsley received honorary degrees from 

Eastern Michigan University, Cleary College and the University  

of Michigan during her lifetime. She died on May 2, 1994,  

in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

DOROTHY DARLING DOW ARBURY
Dorothy Darling Dow, the youngest child of 

Herbert and Grace Anna Dow, was born on 

January 2, 1908. She was tutored at home 

through eighth grade and then attended the old 

Midland High School on Grove Street, graduating 

as  salutatorian of her class in 1925. Dorothy 

studied at Kalamazoo College,  Michigan State 

University and the Maryland College for Women and traveled 

extensively with her parents. On June 21, 1933, she married 

Anderson Arbury, a local orthodontist and rancher of Angus cattle 

and Standardbred horses. The  Arburys stayed in Midland and 

raised their four children on their  property southwest of town. 

Dorothy Arbury’s life was a tapestry of philanthropic activities, 

including her 30 years work as Vice President and Trustee of The 

Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation. The Midland King’s 

Daughters Home assisted living facility in Midland, affiliated with 

the oldest Christian service organization in the United States, 

was created, in part, through her efforts and 50 years work on 

their governing board. She was active in the Midland County 

Historical Society and supported work to preserve a local 19th 

century businessman’s Victorian house, and create the Herbert 

H. Dow Museum, a facility to interpret the history of The Dow 

Chemical Company founded by her father. She spearheaded the 

development and financial campaign for the Pinecrest Home, 

an adult foster care facility in  Midland County. Her philanthropic 

ties extended to the Midland Hospital, Monday Club, Chippewa 

Nature Center, Hillsdale College, West Midland Family Center, 

Social Services Board and Alma College. She was known for her 

intelligence, keen wit and infectious sense of humor. She died in 

Midland, Michigan, on June 2, 1993.



COLLABORATION
STRONGER THROUGH

MSU POLITICAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Michigan Political Leadership Program (MPLP) 
at Michigan State University is a bi-partisan program 
that identifies individuals from across the state who 
are committed to community service and brings them 
together to engage in a public policy and leadership 
curriculum. The curriculum incorporates practical 
politics, public policy analysis and process, personal 
leadership development and effective governance. 
Since 1992, over 500 MPLP graduates have put the 
skills and relationships acquired through the program 
to work in their communities and in statewide office. 
Two decades of support from The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation helps MPLP Fellows 
gain the expertise to tackle public policy issues as 
candidates for office, government officials or citizen 
activists. Most notably, 14 MPLP graduates are now 
serving in the Michigan State Legislature. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation grant 
supports the Great Lakes Project, which focuses on 
the protection, restoration and maintenance of our 
most critical natural systems.

Agriculture: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is 
working with local partners and farmers to implement 
strategic agricultural conservation across three of 
Michigan’s most significant watersheds — Paw 
Paw River, Saginaw Bay and western Lake Erie. By 
setting science-based goals, establishing site-specific 
solutions, exploring innovative financial incentives and 
employing effective policy and practices, watershed 
health and productivity is improved for the benefit of 
both people and nature.

Coastal Health: Coastal areas are some of the most 
biologically productive, diverse and dynamic areas 
within the Great Lakes region. TNC is leading a 
coalition of partners along the entire 500-mile eastern 
Lake Michigan coastline to conserve Michigan’s most 
iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
by managing invasive plants that threaten coastal 
ecosystems and wildlife. This large-scale project is  
just one of the many coastal initiatives being 
undertaken across Michigan.

AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
partners to take action to find solutions.

The Coleman 
Veterans Memorial 

is a replica of the 
“United By Sacrifice” 

memorial which is 
located at the historic 

Schofield Barracks 
in Hawaii. The 

memorial is a tribute 
to the sacrifices 

and services of our 
veterans. It is located 

in a ceremonial 
courtyard adjacent to 
the Coleman Library 

along Railway Street.



P R O T E C T I O N

R E S T O R A T I O N

M A I N T E N A N C E

GRANTS AWARDED  
1936-2012

PROGRAM AREA

n	ARTS & CULTURE $76,521,967 198 GRANTS

n	CIVIC & COMMUNITY $120,186,457 758 GRANTS

n	EDUCATION $220,192,156 377 GRANTS

n	ENVIRONMENT $31,104,883 97 GRANTS

n	HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES $65,151,629 456 GRANTS

n	RELIGION $5,127,074 5,355 GRANTS

Note: In actual, non-adjusted dollars.
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GEOGRAPHY

n		EAST CENTRAL 
$357,997,965

n		MID MICHIGAN 
$32,794,178

n		NORTH CENTRAL 
$18,849,078

n		SOUTHEAST 
$49,194,305

n		SOUTHWEST 
$33,438,821

n		UPPER PENINSULA 
$8,251,433

n		WEST CENTRAL 
$17,758,385

UP
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P R O T E C T I O N

R E S T O R A T I O N

M A I N T E N A N C E

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
2012

Note: As of 9/30/2013, this summariz ed statement of  
financial position is audited. Rounded to the nearest $1,000.

ASSETS
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS  
$11,549,000

RECEIVABLES AND PREPAID EXPENSES     
$69,000

INVESTMENTS AT FAIR MARKET VALUE 
$379,520,000

LAND, BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
$15,498,000 

TOTAL ASSETS   
$406,636,000

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
PLEDGES PAYABLE 
$9,282,000 

OTHER PAYABLES    
$2,536,000 

NET ASSETS     
$394,818,000 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS    
$406,636,000
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SINCE GRACE A. DOW 
ESTABLISHED THE 
HERBERT H. AND GRACE 
A. DOW FOUNDATION 
ON DECEMBER 26, 1936, 
TRUSTEES HAVE AWARDED 
$518,284,167 IN ACTUAL, 
NOT  ADJUSTED, DOLLARS 
TO QUALIFYING  MICHIGAN 
ORGANIZATIONS.



P R O T E C T I O N

R E S T O R A T I O N

M A I N T E N A N C E

ADRIAN COLLEGE
$500,000 
$1 million pledge awarded in 2012 for the science complex addition 
and renovation project

THE CENTER FOR MICHIGAN 
$100,000 
$200,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for operations over two years 
beginning in 2011

CHARLEVOIX AREA COMMUNITY POOL
$10,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund the ‘Refresh the 
Pool - Capital Improvement Project’

CHARLEVOIX AREA HOSPITAL FOUNDATION
$33,333 
$100,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to fund the School Nurse  
Project for five school districts in Charlevoix and Antrim counties  
over three years

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
$30,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund the renovation and 
new construction associated with using the former Quilt Cottage in 
East Jordan, Michigan, as the new office location

CHIPPEWA NATURE CENTER, INC.
$60,000
$180,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses over 
three years beginning with the 2012 budget with a payout schedule of 
2011-2013 through an amended payout schedule

GRANT PAYMENTS 
2012
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MSU POLITICAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Michigan Political Leadership Program (MPLP) 
at Michigan State University is a bi-partisan program 
that identifies individuals from across the state who 
are committed to community service and brings them 
together to engage in a public policy and leadership 
curriculum. The curriculum incorporates practical 
politics, public policy analysis and process, personal 
leadership development and effective governance. 
Since 1992, over 500 MPLP graduates have put the 
skills and relationships acquired through the program 
to work in their communities and in statewide office. 
Two decades of support from The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation helps MPLP Fellows 
gain the expertise to tackle public policy issues as 
candidates for office, government officials or citizen 
activists. Most notably, 14 MPLP graduates are now 
serving in the Michigan State Legislature. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation grant 
supports the Great Lakes Project, which focuses on 
the protection, restoration and maintenance of our 
most critical natural systems.

Agriculture: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is 
working with local partners and farmers to implement 
strategic agricultural conservation across three of 
Michigan’s most significant watersheds — Paw 
Paw River, Saginaw Bay and western Lake Erie. By 
setting science-based goals, establishing site-specific 
solutions, exploring innovative financial incentives and 
employing effective policy and practices, watershed 
health and productivity is improved for the benefit of 
both people and nature.

Coastal Health: Coastal areas are some of the most 
biologically productive, diverse and dynamic areas 
within the Great Lakes region. TNC is leading a 
coalition of partners along the entire 500-mile eastern 
Lake Michigan coastline to conserve Michigan’s most 
iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
by managing invasive plants that threaten coastal 
ecosystems and wildlife. This large-scale project is  
just one of the many coastal initiatives being 
undertaken across Michigan.

AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
partners to take action to find solutions.
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CHIPPEWA WATERSHED CONSERVANCY 
$40,000
$120,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support operating expenses  
over three years

CITY OF COLEMAN 
$30,000
One-year grant awarded in 2011 and paid in 2012 to complete  
phase three of the Coleman Veteran’s Memorial project

COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATIONS 
$12,900
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support  
operating expenses

COUNCIL OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATIONS 
$210,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund operating expenses 
for the Michigan Council for Educator Effectiveness to June 13, 2013

COUNCIL ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & SEXUAL ASSAULT
$250,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2010 to help build the endowment  
by matching $4 for every $1 in funds raised with a payout schedule  
of 2011-2014

CRANBROOK EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY
$250,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2011 to launch and support the  
‘Cranbrook Art & Science on the Go’ program for an initial four-year 
period with a payout schedule of 2011-2014

CROOKED TREE ARTS COUNCIL, INC. 
$50,000
$150,000 pledge awarded in 2010 to support operating expenses  
by matching $1 for every $1 of funds received by local donors with  
a payout schedule of 2011-2013

DELTA COLLEGE 
$60,000
$180,000 pledge awarded in 2010 to support operating expenses  
for the Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center 
(MI-SBTDC) with a payment schedule of 2011-2013
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DETROIT AREA PRE-COLLEGE ENGINEERING PROGRAM, INC.
$300,000
One-year grant awarded in 2011 and paid in 2012 for operations

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF COLEMAN
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund the installation of  
a sprinkler system and a back-up generator system

FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SERVICE OF MIDLAND, INC.
$70,000
$210,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses over 
three years with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to replace the two-story 
window wall in the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Memorial Chapel

CITY OF FRANKENMUTH
$20,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund the Frankenmuth 
Fish Passage Project at the Cass River Dam

GIRL SCOUTS HEART OF MICHIGAN
$100,000
$300,000 pledge awarded in 2010 to fund Outreach Programming 
over three years

GLAD TIDINGS CHURCH OF OIL CITY
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to complete construction of 
a multi-purpose building

GRACE A. DOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY
$2,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support operations

GRACE A. DOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
$3,000,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund infrastructure and 
interior improvements to the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library
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at Michigan State University is a bi-partisan program 
that identifies individuals from across the state who 
are committed to community service and brings them 
together to engage in a public policy and leadership 
curriculum. The curriculum incorporates practical 
politics, public policy analysis and process, personal 
leadership development and effective governance. 
Since 1992, over 500 MPLP graduates have put the 
skills and relationships acquired through the program 
to work in their communities and in statewide office. 
Two decades of support from The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation helps MPLP Fellows 
gain the expertise to tackle public policy issues as 
candidates for office, government officials or citizen 
activists. Most notably, 14 MPLP graduates are now 
serving in the Michigan State Legislature. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation grant 
supports the Great Lakes Project, which focuses on 
the protection, restoration and maintenance of our 
most critical natural systems.

Agriculture: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is 
working with local partners and farmers to implement 
strategic agricultural conservation across three of 
Michigan’s most significant watersheds — Paw 
Paw River, Saginaw Bay and western Lake Erie. By 
setting science-based goals, establishing site-specific 
solutions, exploring innovative financial incentives and 
employing effective policy and practices, watershed 
health and productivity is improved for the benefit of 
both people and nature.

Coastal Health: Coastal areas are some of the most 
biologically productive, diverse and dynamic areas 
within the Great Lakes region. TNC is leading a 
coalition of partners along the entire 500-mile eastern 
Lake Michigan coastline to conserve Michigan’s most 
iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
by managing invasive plants that threaten coastal 
ecosystems and wildlife. This large-scale project is  
just one of the many coastal initiatives being 
undertaken across Michigan.

AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
partners to take action to find solutions.
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GRAND TRAVERSE REGIONAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
$100,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to help fund the capital 
campaign to preserve the historic Cathedral Barn and establish a 
permanent botanic garden

GREAT LAKES BAY FOUNDATION
$15,000
$45,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses for 
the Leadership Institute with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

GREATER MIDLAND COMMUNITY CENTERS, INC.
$50,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support operating  
expenses for the Midland Community Center

GREATER MIDLAND COMMUNITY CENTERS, INC.
$100,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support pre-school  
operating expenses of the Railway Family Center in Coleman,  
Michigan, for the 2012-2013 school year

GREATER MIDLAND COMMUNITY CENTERS, INC. 
$125,000
$375,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses of 
the North Midland Family Center with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

INLAND SEAS EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS
$280,000
$420,000 pledge awarded in 2010 to support operating expenses of 
the Schoolship Program for 2011-2013

INTERLOCHEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$700,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 in support of the touring 
program and symposium speaker fees for the 50th Anniversary  
Celebration at the Interlochen Arts Academy

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT OF CENTRAL MICHIGAN, INC.
$15,000 
$75,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses by 
matching $1 for $1 funds raised with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

LEE TOWNSHIP
$30,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to build an ADA restroom 
facility for Lee Township Park

LEELANAU CONSERVANCY
$250,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to help acquire and  
protect a 104-acre, Lake Michigan shoreline property known as  
the ‘Clay Cliffs’

THE LEGACY CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SUCCESS
$19,800
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund a Search  
Institute Assets and Behaviors survey to adolescents in Clare  
and Gladwin counties

THE LEGACY CENTER FOR COMMUNITY SUCCESS
$60,000
One-year grant awarded in 2012 to fund operations for the Midland 
Area Partnership for Drug-Free Youth which had recently merged with 
The Legacy Center for Community Success 

LITTLE FORKS CONSERVANCY 
$50,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 for operations to expand 
outreach to targeted constituencies and community partners

LITTLE TRAVERSE CONSERVANCY
$125,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to purchase the Warner 
Farm as a conservation easement

MERIDIAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
$145,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2011 in support of the New Tech  
Network high school model with a payout schedule of 2011-2014 
through an amended payout schedule

MICHIGAN NONPROFIT ASSOCIATION
$5,000 
$25,000 pledge awarded in 2010 to support operating expenses for 
the Michigan Nonprofit Council for Charitable Trusts through the MNA 
with a payout schedule of 2010-2012
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curriculum. The curriculum incorporates practical 
politics, public policy analysis and process, personal 
leadership development and effective governance. 
Since 1992, over 500 MPLP graduates have put the 
skills and relationships acquired through the program 
to work in their communities and in statewide office. 
Two decades of support from The Herbert H. and 
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gain the expertise to tackle public policy issues as 
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serving in the Michigan State Legislature. 
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The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation grant 
supports the Great Lakes Project, which focuses on 
the protection, restoration and maintenance of our 
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working with local partners and farmers to implement 
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Paw River, Saginaw Bay and western Lake Erie. By 
setting science-based goals, establishing site-specific 
solutions, exploring innovative financial incentives and 
employing effective policy and practices, watershed 
health and productivity is improved for the benefit of 
both people and nature.

Coastal Health: Coastal areas are some of the most 
biologically productive, diverse and dynamic areas 
within the Great Lakes region. TNC is leading a 
coalition of partners along the entire 500-mile eastern 
Lake Michigan coastline to conserve Michigan’s most 
iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
by managing invasive plants that threaten coastal 
ecosystems and wildlife. This large-scale project is  
just one of the many coastal initiatives being 
undertaken across Michigan.

AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
partners to take action to find solutions.

The Coleman 
Veterans Memorial 

is a replica of the 
“United By Sacrifice” 

memorial which is 
located at the historic 

Schofield Barracks 
in Hawaii. The 

memorial is a tribute 
to the sacrifices 

and services of our 
veterans. It is located 

in a ceremonial 
courtyard adjacent to 
the Coleman Library 

along Railway Street.

MICHIGAN NONPROFIT ASSOCIATION
$5,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to fund eight fellowships 
allowing staff members and board members of local nonprofit  
organizations to attend the MNA SuperConference in Dearborn,  
Michigan, on October 7-9, 2012

MICHIGAN NONPROFIT ASSOCIATION
$100,000
$200,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support the two stages of  
the development of a Nonprofit Center with a payout schedule of 
2011-2012 through an amended payout schedule

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
$25,000
$75,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses  
over three years for the Michigan Political Leadership Program with  
a payout schedule of 2011-2013

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
$1,000,000
$2.7 million pledge awarded in 2012 to create two endowments at 
MSU that will support one Junior Research Fellow and one Graduate 
Scholar for each of five years at the MSU Midland Research Institute 
for Value Chain Creation

MID MICHIGAN BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS, INC.
$10,000
$20,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to match locally raised funds  
for operations

MIDLAND AMATEUR SPORTS CAPITAL COMMITTEE
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to move the Hall of Fame 
from the Civic Arena to Dow Diamond

MIDLAND AREA CHAMBER FOUNDATION
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support the 2012  
Midland Blooms Project

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$750,000
One-year grant awarded in 2011 and paid in 2012 for 2011-2012 
operations and education outreach
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CITY OF MIDLAND
$45,000
Replace a picnic pavilion at Emerson Park

CITY OF MIDLAND 
$50,000 
Resurface the Grace A. Dow Memorial Library parking lot and  
adjacent west parking lot

MIDLAND COUNTY
$10,000
$20,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for Midland County 4-H Council 
operations over two years beginning in 2012

MIDLAND COUNTY
$350,000
$700,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for the renovation of the  
Courthouse with a payout schedule of 2011-2012

MIDLAND COUNTY CHURCHES
$96,000
One-year grants of $1,000 to each of 96 churches awarded and  
paid in 2012

MIDLAND COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
$600,000
$1.8 million pledge awarded in 2011 for the continuation of  
Instructional Consultation Team project over three years with a  
payout schedule of 2011-2013

MIDLAND COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
$200,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to create a Condominium 
Association with the Disability Network of Mid-Michigan as part of a 
debt retirement plan

MIDLAND KIDS FIRST
$183,100
$549,400 pledge awarded in 2012 to fund Recovering Youth Futures – 
a substance abuse treatment system for adolescents

MIDLAND KIDS FIRST
$15,000
$45,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to increase funding for the  
Recovering Youth Futures program to offset administrative costs
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iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
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AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
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MIDLAND KING’S DAUGHTERS HOME
$1,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 in support of the Annual 
Community Christmas Closet Project for 2012

MIDLAND REFORMED CHURCH
$10,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to support various  
planned capital projects

MIDLAND VOLUNTEERS FOR RECYCLING, INC.
$25,000
$60,000 pledge awarded in 2012 for operating expenses over  
three years

MIDMICHIGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE
$1,000,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2012 to support the Campaign for  
Excellence with a payout schedule of 2012 though an amended  
payment schedule

MIDMICHIGAN HEALTH
$2,000,000
$3,000,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to increase capacity for  
MidMichigan Medical Center-Midland as a regional campus of  
Michigan State University

MIDMICHIGAN INNOVATION CENTER
$100,000
One-year grant awarded in 2010 and paid in 2012 for operations

MID-MICHIGAN SECTION OF  
THE SOCIETY OF PLASTICS ENGINEERS (SPE)
$5,000 
$25,000 pledge awarded in 2011 for the continued support of the 
Educational Outreach Program with a payout schedule of 2011-2015

MUNSON HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION
$250,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 for the capital campaign for 
a new Cancer Center

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, INC.
$1,000,000
$3 million pledge awarded in 2011 to support the Great Lakes Project
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NEW URBAN LEARNING
$125,000
$375,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to fund two engineering instructors’ 
compensation for the University Prep Science & Math High School’s 
Science & Engineering Program over three years beginning with the 
2010-2011 school year with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY
$1,000,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to create a Main Street  
entryway to its campus, a portion of which would traverse over  
property owned by Midland Investment Properties, LLC, a Michigan 
limited liability company, of which the Foundation is the sole member

RE/MAX OF MIDLAND BALLOON FESTIVAL
$10,000
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support operations for the  
RE/MAX of Midland Balloon Festival event for 2012 to 2016

REACHING OUR COMMUNITY KIDS (R.O.C.K.)
$140,000
$450,000 pledge awarded in 2011 to support operating expenses for 
three years beginning in 2011 with a payout schedule of 2011-2014 
(partial outright, partial match)

REECE COMMUNITY LIVING ENDEAVOR
$132,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to assist in the construction 
of two duplexes for persons with special needs

SAGINAW BASIN LAND CONSERVANCY
$40,000
$70,000 pledge awarded in 2012 for continued support for  
stewardship of conservation easements secured through the  
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)

SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
$500,000
$1 million pledge awarded in 2012 for the Student Research and  
Creativity Institute endowment

SHEPHERD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
$25,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to purchase Lenovo®  
ThinkPad™ notebook computers for Shepherd High School
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AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS MICHIGAN
$5,000 
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to provide operating  
expenses for the Family Health Forum at the State Summer Games on 
May 31-June 2, 2012, at Central Michigan University ($1 for $1 match)

TEMPLE THEATRE FOUNDATION
$50,000
$150,000 pledge awarded in 2010 in support of the Arts Take the 
Stage capital campaign over three years by matching $1 for $1 funds 
raised with a payout schedule of 2011-2013

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY
$15,000
$120,000 pledge awarded in 2009 toward a matching grant  
promoting the Alexis de Tocqueville giving level with a payout  
schedule of 2010-2013

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY
$45,210
$256,190 pledge awarded in 2009 for area agencies’ participation in 
the Midland Nonprofit Information Technology Consortium (MITCON) 
with a payout schedule of 2009-2012

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY
$120,000
$345,000 pledge awarded in 2009 for the annual campaign with a 
payout schedule of 2010-2012

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY
$120,000
$345,000 awarded in 2009 as a matching grant for Leadership Circle 
gifts and gifts increased by at least $500 with a payout schedule  
of 2010-2012

UNITED WAY OF SAGINAW COUNTY
$10,000
$50,000 pledge awarded in 2010 for Phase 3 of the initial pilot  
implementation of the Imagination Library Program with a payout 
schedule of 2010-2014

VILLAGE OF BRECKENRIDGE
$20,000
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to help fund a Splash Park 
to be located at the Jaycee Park
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M A I N T E N A N C E

WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
$278,295
One-year grant awarded and paid in 2012 to extend the Michigan 
Mathematics Rural Area Project for Grades 4-6 (M2RAP) for a  
third year

YOUNG LIFE
$15,000
$45,000 pledge awarded in 2012 to support the expenses related to 
starting the Young Lives program

PLEDGES AWARDED 
2012

BAY AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
$300,000
(Bay City) Grant to fund the Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network 
Sustainable Communities operations for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 
via the Sustainable Communities Initiative Fund held at the Bay Area 
Community Foundation

CAREGIVING NETWORK, INC. 
$20,000 
(Midland) Grant to help fund the campus’ church building renovation 
by matching $1 for every $1 raised by constituents (churches,  
individual donors and businesses) with a payout schedule of 2013



COLLABORATION
STRONGER THROUGH

MSU POLITICAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
The Michigan Political Leadership Program (MPLP) 
at Michigan State University is a bi-partisan program 
that identifies individuals from across the state who 
are committed to community service and brings them 
together to engage in a public policy and leadership 
curriculum. The curriculum incorporates practical 
politics, public policy analysis and process, personal 
leadership development and effective governance. 
Since 1992, over 500 MPLP graduates have put the 
skills and relationships acquired through the program 
to work in their communities and in statewide office. 
Two decades of support from The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation helps MPLP Fellows 
gain the expertise to tackle public policy issues as 
candidates for office, government officials or citizen 
activists. Most notably, 14 MPLP graduates are now 
serving in the Michigan State Legislature. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation grant 
supports the Great Lakes Project, which focuses on 
the protection, restoration and maintenance of our 
most critical natural systems.

Agriculture: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is 
working with local partners and farmers to implement 
strategic agricultural conservation across three of 
Michigan’s most significant watersheds — Paw 
Paw River, Saginaw Bay and western Lake Erie. By 
setting science-based goals, establishing site-specific 
solutions, exploring innovative financial incentives and 
employing effective policy and practices, watershed 
health and productivity is improved for the benefit of 
both people and nature.

Coastal Health: Coastal areas are some of the most 
biologically productive, diverse and dynamic areas 
within the Great Lakes region. TNC is leading a 
coalition of partners along the entire 500-mile eastern 
Lake Michigan coastline to conserve Michigan’s most 
iconic natural feature — its breathtaking dunes — 
by managing invasive plants that threaten coastal 
ecosystems and wildlife. This large-scale project is  
just one of the many coastal initiatives being 
undertaken across Michigan.

AIS: The Nature Conservancy is pioneering the 
science that is bringing aquatic invasive species to 
the forefront of Great Lakes issues like never before. 
Together with academic partners, TNC co-developed 
an innovative technique called “Environmental DNA” 
that can detect Asian carp without physically catching 
or seeing them by analyzing water samples for their 
DNA. This method has proven to be an effective 
early-warning tool for this potentially highly destructive 
invasive species — prompting public and private 
partners to take action to find solutions.

The Coleman 
Veterans Memorial 

is a replica of the 
“United By Sacrifice” 

memorial which is 
located at the historic 

Schofield Barracks 
in Hawaii. The 

memorial is a tribute 
to the sacrifices 

and services of our 
veterans. It is located 

in a ceremonial 
courtyard adjacent to 
the Coleman Library 

along Railway Street.

MIDLAND AREA CHAMBER FOUNDATION
$10,000
Grant to support the 2013 Midland Blooms Project with a payout 
schedule of 2013

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$75,000
Matching grant to support 2012-2013 operations with a payout  
schedule of 2013

MIDLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS
$500,000
Grant to support 2012-2013 operations with a payout schedule  
of 2013

MIDLAND TOMORROW 
$50,000
Grant to launch a Smart Zone in Midland with a payout schedule  
of 2013

ST. LOUIS HIGH SCHOOL
$18,869
Grant to purchase Adobe Web Premium site license and a MacBook 
lab with a payout schedule of 2013

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY
$390,000
Challenge grant for three years beginning with the 2012-2013  
campaign for new Leadership Circle gifts and gifts increased by  
at least $500 with a payout schedule of 2013, 2014 and 2015

UNITED WAY OF MIDLAND COUNTY 
$390,000 
Base grant for three years beginning with the 2012-2013 campaign 
with a payout schedule of 2013, 2014 and 2015
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GRACE A. DOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Contractors for the infrastructure and interior 
improvements at the Grace A. Dow Memorial  
Library are in place and construction work began  
in late September 2013. The new heating and  
cooling equipment has been received and updates  
are in progress. The new lobby design reflects the  
goal of creating a more welcoming entrance that 
improves the wayfinding to the rest of the building  
and is more efficient in delivering services. The 
self-check stations that allow patrons the option of 
checking out their materials unassisted are located  
in the lobby. The colors selected by interior designers 
for the new carpeting and furniture are from the  
palette architect Alden B. Dow used in the original 
design of the building. The new furniture will 
accommodate the changing use of the library 
with single and group study/meeting options and 
comfortable lounge seating. 

Other project highlights include: refinishing the 
woodwork to restore the beauty of the wood, 
updating the restrooms in the Library Lounge and the 
Auditorium providing handicap accessibility, painting 
walls and replacing window blinds and signage. 
The Grace A. Dow Memorial Library’s new look and 
improved functionality will ensure its relevancy in the 
years to come.

INTERLOCHEN CENTER FOR THE ARTS
In the spring of 2012, The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation granted $700,000 in support of  
the touring program and symposium speakers for the 
50th Anniversary Celebration of the Interlochen  
Arts Academy. 

The celebration kicked off with the Orchestra, Band 
& Choir tour which visited six cities and included 207 
musicians, 52 adult support staff, 2,200 miles of travel 
and 2,250 boxed meals. 

The other arts divisions were not left out of this 
remarkable touring experience. The Orchestra, 
Band & Choir tour was followed by a Dance tour 
to Midland and Skokie, Illinois. Creative Writing 
students traveled to Chicago to give a public reading 
at Columbia College. Jazz and Motion Picture Arts 
students traveled together to California, where they 
performed in both Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
Organ students also traveled to California where they 
performed in Los Angeles.

The celebration of the 50th Anniversary continued 
with the symposium Information Space and Time: The 
Arts, Creativity and Learning in the 21st Century which 
brought together 800 students, educators and artists 
to ask some hard questions and discuss the future  
of the arts. 

Visual Arts and Theatre students capped off the 
celebration in New York City. The trip gave Visual  
Arts students a rare chance to show their work to  
new audiences. 

SUSTAINABILITY
STRONGER THROUGH



BOTH THE SYMPOSIUM 

AND THE TOUR ARE 

EXPERIENCES THAT 

THE STUDENTS WILL 

REMEMBER FOR THE 

REST OF THEIR LIVES.
Jeffrey Kimpton, President, Interlochen Center for the Arts

“
“



MIDMICHIGAN HEALTH
MidMichigan Health (MMH) received a $3 million 
donation pledged in March 2012 from The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow Foundation to increase capacity 
for MidMichigan Medical Center-Midland as a regional 
campus of Michigan State University. MidMichigan is 
planning the construction of a new, state-of-the-art 
medical education training facility that will include 
a simulation lab. Construction is slated to begin by 
spring 2014 with completion planned by the summer 
of 2015. The project was developed after evidence 
mounted that their service area would be facing 
physician shortages due to anticipated retirements 
and a rapidly growing elderly population.  

In 2010, MidMichigan developed a partnership with 
the Michigan State University College of Human 
Medicine developing the newest of its six community 
campuses. This summer MMH welcomed their third 
cohort of medical students to the Midland Regional 
Campus. Students in their third year rotate among 
MidMichigan affiliates in Midland, Alma, Clare and 
Gladwin for their six required clerkships as well 
as electives in their fourth year. With support from 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation, 
MidMichigan Health, now affiliated with the University 
of Michigan Health System, is building a medical 
education facility and offering a training experience 
that will enable Midland to attract, educate and retain 
the best and the brightest to ensure a better quality of 
life for the people of Midland and Michigan.

CRANBROOK
Cranbrook Art and Science on the Go is now 
beginning its fourth semester of delivering in-school 
programming to K-12 students in the northern half 
of Michigan’s lower peninsula. This collaboration 
between Cranbrook Academy of Art and Art Museum 
and Cranbrook Institute of Science offers object-
based programs that illustrate the intersection of art 
and science. 

Their educator team has visited 25 schools and has 
had nearly 11,000 student contacts in delivering three 
programs that illustrate both art and science: Cu in 
Michigan, which explored copper as a Michigan-
mined mineral and an artistic medium; Reflect on This, 
which examined the physical and artistic properties of 
light and color; and Change/React, which introduced 
students to the issues of environmental change and 
conservation of both the physical world and art and 
cultural objects.  

Feedback from students and teachers alike has  
been extremely positive. Students enjoy the unique 
hands-on experiences. Many teachers indicate that 
the programs offer new concepts in both art and 
science, new connections between art and science 
and new materials and activities that they would not 
be able to provide otherwise.

Cranbrook Art and Science on the Go also includes 
a summer professional development component for 
teachers. This entails an intense four-day workshop 
at Cranbrook to help the participants improve their 
teaching skills and develop classroom curricula 
that integrate both art and science. Feedback on 
this program is highly favorable. For many, being in 
the Cranbrook environment and having opportunity 
to reflect on their teaching techniques with other 
professionals has been very empowering.

CAPACITY BUILDING
STRONGER THROUGH
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THE DOW GARDENS



THE DOW GARDENS 

Support for the Dow Gardens is the oldest  
and largest annual gift The Herbert H. and 
Grace A. Dow Foundation gives. 

The Dow Gardens is a place where Midland’s beauty and heritage come 
together. In 2007 a mission statement was thoughtfully crafted, “The Gardens 
exist to preserve the history, enhance the horticultural beauty and share  
the educational and leisure time value of the Herbert H. and Grace A.  
Dow estate.” 

With this in mind, a popular lunchtime summer concert series was started. 
The series attracted hundreds of visitors who enjoyed listening to music while 
eating their picnics in the garden shade. Touring options were expanded with 
the  addition of a six-passenger golf cart to aid visitors with mobility challenges. 
An electronic newsletter was launched to keep visitors informed about Garden 
happenings, volunteer opportunities and timely horticultural gardening tips. 

Each year, the Christmas Walk (which included an inaugural visit from reindeer), 
Know & Grow  Seminar and Butterflies in Bloom Festival  continue to grow in 
popularity, contributing to the annual attendance of almost 130,000 visitors. 

The Gardens, which were initially developed by Herbert H. Dow, are a treasure 
right in the city of Midland. Unique experiences await all  Garden  visitors. One 
can cross historic bridges, view  stunning horticultural displays, walk native 
forest trails or simply relax and enjoy the beauty of the gardens. In 2007, the 
extensive plant database of 4,608 accessioned plants (comprised of 1,110 
 different taxa) was made accessible to visitors.  Visitors gained the ability to  
print their own  custom map locating plants which they personally wanted to see. 
The ever-changing Dow Gardens are documented at www.dowgardens.org.

WHITING FOREST
Whiting Forest continues to flourish as an urban woodland, offering a variety  
of hiking trails, ponds and a unique covered bridge, just minutes from 
downtown. The woodland highlights native plant communities as the staff  
works aggressively to eliminate non-native species and to replace them with 
plant stock from central Michigan. 

The property also features a unique lodge-like Visitor Center. The building 
includes an interpretive display on local provenance, a working beehive  
and is also home to over 200 rentals each year.



PROGRAM PRIORITIES
Since the needs, desires and capabilities of  Michigan’s people 
and their organizations are  constantly changing, there can be 
no fixed or  steadfast priority in The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation’s grant  making. However, within its charter and 
 philosophy, the Trustees tend to support  organizations that: 

• have clearly stated objectives, strong and  purposeful 
management and are publicly  accountable 

• have needs which are in areas not normally funded by 
governmental or public financing 

• are not hesitant to explore, initiate, volunteer or execute 
original ideas or concepts 

• are willing to collaborate with other persons or organizations  
to give synergy to achieve a common objective 

• have purposes which tend to advance private enterprise and 
the preservation of a free, open and self-resourceful society

PROGRAM EXAMPLES

EDUCATION: 
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation is always 
interested in improving the quality of education at Michigan’s 
academic institutions, particularly in those specific areas where  
a given institution already is establishing preeminence. 

SCIENCE: 
Since the community of Midland and the base of The Herbert H. 
and Grace A. Dow Foundation’s assets have been products of 
 scientific achievement, the Trustees seek to  encourage projects 
that include advanced research and new applications of science 
or technology. The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
is currently involved with the Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative 
Network which is aimed at environmental improvement that is 
consistent with community growth and sustainability.

ARTS & CULTURE: 
The Dow Gardens and Midland Center for the Arts are programs 
and projects that The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
champions and supports. Art-related activities that explore or 
promote the interrelation of science and art are encouraged. 
The Trustees particularly enjoy supporting tasteful, creative and 
innovative programs that expand the general public’s art and 
cultural horizons. 

COMMUNITY LIFE — MIDLAND AND MICHIGAN: 
To improve the quality of life for Midland and Michigan residents 
continues to be a major goal of The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation. The Trustees support programs and projects that  
add an important dimension to community life, such as the 
Grace A. Dow  Memorial Library, Midland Community Center, 
West Midland Family Center and 96 Midland County religious 
organizations. The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
affirms the importance of local initiatives, particularly private 
initiatives, which encourage economic development and promote 
job creation.

PROGRAM NOTES: 
Both in Midland and in Michigan, the Trustees welcome 
opportunities where a grant of seed funds or a matching grant 
will stimulate broad public participation in an artistic, recreational, 
educational or cultural project so that the project can become 
self-sustaining. Projects that benefit youngsters or senior citizens 
are of special interest. If a program needs launching or requires 
changes, The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation may 
help. Requests for general support funding for ongoing programs 
are more properly directed to other organizations of broad  
public benefit.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES



APPLICATION AND REVIEW 
There is no formal application form; however, applicants are 
asked to include the following information in a proposal: 

• a letter setting forth the nature and potential results of the 
program for which funding is sought 

• the total cost of the project including any endowment available 
for operations 

• the total amount sought from The Foundation and over what 
period of time the grant may be disbursed 

• evidence of the organization’s tax-exempt status — Internal 
Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

• a detailed annual operating budget and audited financial 
statement for the organization (These documents must be 
submitted annually for the duration of the grant) 

• the names of management and of the trustees or directors of 
the organization

Those proposals that pass initial evaluation are referred to the 
appropriate program committee of the Board of  Trustees for full 
consideration.  Trustees may request additional information, make 
site visits or invite organizations to meet with them in Midland. 
The board meets  periodically during the year to make final 
grant decisions. Grants and payments on pledges are usually 
disbursed in December. 

GRANT FOCUS 
The Foundation does not make grants directly to individuals.  
Its charter limits grants to Michigan organizations. In addition,  
it cannot legally support: 

• organizations to which contributions are not tax deductible, 
according to Internal Revenue Service regulations 

• organizations that practice discrimination by race, sex, creed, 
age or national origin 

• political organizations or organizations whose purposes are to 
influence legislation 

The Foundation will not be bound by preset “formulas for giving” 
prepared by nonprofit agencies. 

A NOTE TO GRANT SEEKERS 
The Foundation would like to be in a financial position to assist  
all grant requests within its philosophy. However, its resources 
are limited. 

Many worthy grant applications must be declined simply because 
funds to accept them are not available. Consequently, an 
applicant should never view a declination by The Foundation as  
a judgment on the merits of the proposal.

GRANT APPLICATIONS SHOULD  
BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING TO:

Margaret Ann Riecker, President

The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation

1018 West Main Street

Midland, Michigan 48640-4292

grants@hhdowfoundation.org

Grants are limited to organizations within the  

State of Michigan considered exempt under  

Internal Revenue Code 501(c)(3)

APPLICATION GUIDELINES



TRUSTEES AND ASSOCIATE TRUSTEES

Front row, seated (left to right):  

Laura Durocher, Associate Trustee  

Margaret E. Thompson, Secretary and Trustee 

Margaret Ann Riecker, President and Trustee 

Michael L. Dow, Vice President and Trustee  

Ruth A. Doan, Trustee

Back row, standing (left to right):  

Lynn White, Associate Trustee  

Willard Mott, Trustee 

Macauley Whiting Jr., Treasurer and Trustee  

Alden Lee Hanson, Trustee  

Andrew Liveris, Trustee  

Bonnie Buchanan Matheson, Trustee

Absent from photo:

Diane Dow Hullet, Trustee 

David Ramaker, Trustee



THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION,  

WHILE LIMITED IN ITS GRANT MAKING TO  

O R G A NIZ AT IO NS WITHIN   M ICHIGAN,  HAS  

CHARTER GOALS TO IMPROVE THE  EDUCATIONAL,  

RELIGIOUS, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL LIVES OF 

MICHIGAN’S PEOPLE AS THEIR NEEDS CAN BE  

DEFINED IN A WORLD WHICH CONSTANTLY  

PRESENTS DIFFERENT CHALLENGES AND  

OPPORTUNITIES. THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A.  

DOW FOUNDATION TRUSTEES CAREFULLY CONSIDER 

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED AND LOOK FOR  

PROGRAMS WHERE THEIR CONTRIBUTION CAN 

 BE LEVERAGED. ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTING  

FUNDING FOR A NEW PROGRAM SHOULD  

BE SURE THAT THEY HAVE PLANNED  

FOR THAT PROGRAM’S FUTURE SELF-SUFFICIENCY.



THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION
1018 West Main Street, Midland, MI 48640-4292
PHONE: 989.631.3699 
FAX: 989.631.0675
WEB: hhdowfoundation.org 
EMAIL: info@hhdowfoundation.org


